_—_—. 


TRVTH 
AND ERROR 
DISCOVERED 


IN TWO SE R- 


MONS IN St MA- 
ries in Oxford. 


LJ 


_— I II 


—_— 


EA— 


By Antony Wuilrn Maſter of Arts 


_——— 


of Cor pres Chriſt Colleage in Oxford, | 


A ,.— 


OXFORD 


PrintedbyTounLicnxyIztrx DD Printer 
tothe Famous Vniverſity for 
Henry Curteyne, 
363% 


FA 


.n__ = Si 4 


& 
»y 
©| 


| ISSNSZ DSC 


—= 5 GTG 


TO 


'T HE RIGHT 
 WORSHIPFVLLS | 


HENRY. NEYILL OF | 
-PILALINGPBERE. IN. | «| 
Berks his much honou- | 12 

red Patrom. . 


—1HE life of man 1s | 
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de thoſe ſermons. ſerue:. «a the latter, | 
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| whoſe chiefe employment is, to weaken error by 
cutting of the auxiliary forces which L, bp f- | 
| feftiens lend it, what ſerutce I baue herein done 


tothe church and truth (which done by ſo raw 


4 ſouldier in ſo ſhort a velitation can bee but 
ſmall) Ihbring vnder your view, and the like 
Curteous eyes of thoſe to whom you ſhall pleaſe 


with that candor which vſeth well to atcept 
the boneſt endeavours of the weakeſt, In this a iſ- 
ſurance T leaue youto the reading of theſ e fol- 


lowing ſermons, reſting alwaies 


Your Worſhips in my 
--  beſiſervices * 


Antony Wutirs, 


toſhew it. I ſhould much feare the exaFineſſe 
of your iudgement, did I not know it tempered 
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F Prov. 23. VaR. 23. 
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-pany me, I purpoſe for to ſpeake, 


Buy the truth but ſell it not. 


5] T were as fruitleſle a 


aa. 11 Writing of this na 
\ 2" ture, as this excellent 

; 2 book of Prouerbs is,to | 

oo A2ij enquire out methodi- 

> > ſl call connexions of 
WEIL >) ſentences, asit were 
S=o) for an artiſt to ſtudy 
the coherences of Bedes axiomes: Notthereforeto | 
trouble you with anxious prefaces this way letir 
ſuffice you (men, fathers, and brethren) that our 
royall Preacher doth in this verſe commend to 
| his ſtudious hearers , a commodity fitteſt for hu- 
manenature ro deſfireand enioy, Truth: concern- 
ing which, his advice hath two branches, one in 
rearmes 4ffirmatine , ttis to bee bought, the other 
in zegarize, it isnotto be folde; of the firſt where- 


of hopeing that the God of truth will aſſiſt me, 
andpreſuming that yourloue of truth will accom- 
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Where farlt I muſt with So/am0p take it for 
pranted, thatthere isa #rwtH, and that ir may: bee 
bonght. For Ihope Iam not come amongſt choſe 
_Acatemiits of whole {choole,thoſe in Cicero, with | 


| Cicero himſelfe were, who with an incongruous 


confidence deliuer, that there is nothing of whoſe 
truth 'we may beeconfidently aſſured. Ladlantin 
anſweres this folly wittily : 'S7 nhzl omntn0 ſcias, 
id ijſum nthil poſſeſciri, tolletur :\ if no truth may 
be knowen, why would they hauc that paſſe for truth 
that nothing can be knowne Nay whereas it is their 
ambition to confute the opinions of all other men | 


 asfalſe,how canthis be withonta ſecret profeſſion 


of forme truth, for what can giue the foile to falſ- 
hood buttruth? Beſides whereas they allow fome 


 verifemilituae, herein they conteſle a #ruth,vnlefle 


| 


which <An#erlaughes at , they will profeſſe that 


what they fee is che likeneſle and purtrature of that 
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| 
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 tothis opinio:an 22orart mi lead by the examples | 


| which they nener ſaw. 


This ancient fancy hath not yet giuE vp the ghoſt 
euen i! our daics;nor will,aslong as there remaines 
in the world,ſo much ignorance, [azines; iealoufie, 
pride, prophanes for each of theſe lend ſomewhat 


ofthofe many things which he is not able to com- 
prehend,concluges in haft thatnothing may be co- 
prchended;as if nothing were to be bought, becauſe 
through his blindneſſe hee ſees nothing inthe mar- 
ket, The /azy one, quickly weary of the ſearch of | 
truth, impatient of any longerlabour, reſts conten- 
ted with the firſt appearances of things, and giues | 


"we 
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the purchaſe of wrath, 


vp the verdi& to his ſhallow judgement that there 


is ineuery point well nigh equall probability, but 
no preſſing certainty, The zea/ons perſon caſts his | 
eye vpon the diſſenting varieties of DoQrines that 
arc in theworld, and yet alleagerly defended by | 
learned Patrons : hee obſerues that what one cries 
va for an holy truth, an other cries downefor blaſ- 
phemous error, that both fides with confident af- 
ſeueration produce and plead their eutdences, and 
withall, thatprinces and rulers ofthe earth doe e- 
qually ſerye their turnes, with either doctrines to 
manage their affaires,herevpon he is ſuſpitious that 


| there is no conſtant verity in whatſocuer is propo- 


ſed, but that it is for politique ends only, that men 
have auouched this or thatfor truth: or it may bee, 
becauſe he findes by ſome experience that thoſe 
vpon whoſe 1dgmentshe hath relyed,haue fome- 
times deceiued him (though this were his owne 
faule to take things ſoe ouerhaſlily vpon truſt) yet 
to eaſe himſelfe, he will vnaduiſedly complaine of 
chat great vncertainty that is in all things, thinking 
it belt forthe time to come rather to ſuſpend his 
aſſent, then venture a new coſening : the vpſhot 
of all is this, that he will be fo babliſh, as becauſe 
there is much deccit and ſophiſtication in wares 
therefore he will conculdeno wares are good, or 
therefore he will buy none: The contentions man, | 
who inthe pride of his wit glories that he is able to 
gaineſay whatſoeuerany ſhallaverre for true, (for 
there wanted notan*oddefellow that won!d crofle 
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you if youſaid the ſnow is white) hee atlaſt comes 
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| ide Ariſt lis, 

| 1 de morabues 
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Aquints 23,2X, 


|.came downe from heauen ) 


to be ſofarre tranſported in opinion as to thinke 
there isnothing but opinion, which you well know 
fills ſhort of certaine knowledge, and is as the 
| {chooles Ipeake alwaics cam formidine oppoſitt 
with ſome ſ#/pircon that there may be falibood in 
ic, Laſtiy there willneuer be wanting the /mpzous 
| pecfon, who to finde ſome ſhelter for his irrcue- 
rence to God, & good things,his greateſi enimies, 
he will as farre as his prophane witte can helpe 
him, call in queſtion even the ficſt and beſt knowne 
truths; ro whick improbouslabour I ſuppoſe hee | 
| mach forceth himſelfe, knowing how much it 
| might concerne him, that there wereno God to | 
puniſh his villany, no immortality .ofthat.ſoule, no | 
| reſurrefon of that body, that muſt bee reſerued | 
| foreternall corments, nor any rule of that good- 
neſſe by wich he malt one day bee iudged : bur 
theſe ynworthy conceits are as ( more then my 
hope is) farrc fromany of you my beloued brethe. 
ren, who haue learnt inthe ſchoole of _dr//torle 
{hercin well deferuing of humane nature ) that e- | 
| very man hath in him that which.is accommodarte | 
|.zo truth, and tharhze is notdenyed the finding our | 
of many certainties,nay you haue beene. taught ina 
higher ſchoole, that #78#h (the noble plant that 
ſhall ring out of the | 
earth alſo as Danid (ings, and that many ſhill ranve 
t90-and fro, and knowledge (knowledge not meere 
| opinion) ſhall bee $2creaſed)} as ſpeaketh Daniel, 
But this will better appeare when. I ſhall ſomewhat 
| onenthekinde & nature of that truth whereof our | 
tauthor here treateth. Solomox who wrote To many | 
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bookes euento weartneſſe of fleſh giues this as the 
Epitome of all, Feare God and keepe his commande- 
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well be thought the chiefe {cope of thoſe writings 
wherein he hath preached to poſterity: more par- 
| ticularly, for this booke of his parables, hee ſalutes | 


his full drift, which is, that men ſhould know wi/- 
dome and inffruttion, and that they ſhoald percerue 
the words of underſtanding now the vnderſtanding 
he promiſeth, is not (as we may.well luppoſc) on- 
ly of carthly and worldly things, which wee can all 
well and ſoone enough finde out without the helpe 
of ſo greata teacher, bur. of thoſe better, higher 
matters, belonging tothe ſeruice of God the tran- 
quilliry offoules , and the wellfare of all ſocieties, 


En Ou — 
— 


mains then that the 7ru#h here ſpokenof, ſhould 
| finde an interpretation agreeable to-the maine 


true knowledge, which appertaineth to the #rxe 
worſhip of the moſt true God, in whoſe right ſer- 
| vice, ſtands thewhole duty and felicity . of man, 
| Following thea thisfenſe, as knowing none other 
to follow, I muſt alittle refume my. forme: obſer- 
| uation, that So/omon ſuppoleth there is ſucha true | 
knowledee in diuine matters, and that we may bee 
poſſefſors thereof, forwhy ſhould we be ſet to buy 


{ may not be bought? herein wee haue the more ſo- 


purchaſt. | | 6 
ments , which being the whole duty of ran, may | 


his reader in the very entrance with a diſcouery of 
Prov, 1,2, 


inthat great houſe of God, the world, Icre- | - 


{cope of theautharand conſequently import the | 


that whichis not,,andto what purpoſe is it, it it | 


| Eec), 13, 13, 
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French writers that call for ſuch a ſuſpence of 
indgments, almoſt in all interiourthings, allowing 
y5 rather to cheapen then buy : yet they willingly 
grant divine verities, which when revealed from 
God, we mult with ready ſubmiſſion afſent vnto, 
as vato vncontroleable truths» Burt whether our 
Pyrroniſls cuen in faith, will grant ſo much orno, 


| 
wee will confidently auerre it vpon theſe grounds. 


Firſt weeconſeſſe God to be our father and Lord: 


ow a ſonne hogoureth his father, anda ſernant his 


| Lord,as theProphet Malachy,butnotonly by the ſpi- 


. 
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rit of prophecy (as I take 1t) but following heretn 
the very light ofnature well inferres, For there can- 
' notbe acloſer ſequence then of theſe termes:pazer, 
 filice, obJequium, aomis,ſervu hnminium,obe- 
dienee is due from the ſonne to the father, homage 
from the tenantto his Lord. . It then at the very in- 


we ſtandobliged to God, itis neceſſarily requiſite, 
that there ſhould be ſome certainerule ofthat wor- 
| ſhip which wee owe to-him,and that we ſhould be 
acquainted with it, Our very nature confirmes vs 


wiſe to bee found. For as Ladtantine well ſhewes, 
euen by the teſtimony of thoſe, who ſaw nothing 
but by the twilight of nature, mari is naturally in- 
clined to ſome religious conceits. Philoſophers haue 
differenced him from all other creatures by this in- 


| clination, ſo that indeed, as Czcero.long agoe ob- 


ſerued, and our late nauigations haue plentitully 
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Rant of our being , that vill was drawne whereby 


in the acknowledgement that ſucha truth is like- 


dif- 
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| plyant. For Montagnie and Charron thoſe two 
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diſcoucred , there is notany ſo wild a portion ol | 
mikind which doth not ſerue ſome deity, ſtriningto 
| content it with thoſe kinds of worſhips which they | 
hope will be accepted, Is there then this propenſion | 
of all ro ſome religion,8 is there no religio which | - | 
may truly ſatiſtie it? VVhy is our vnderſtanding de- 
frous of the knowledg of an infinit truth,if ic be not | 
capable thereof,why capable,if there be no way to | | 
entoy it?\'Vhy doth our will not ſtay it ſelfvp6 any 
finite obie&, bur is ſtill prefling forward to an infi- 
nit goodneſle, if there be no certaine courle to bee | 
made partakers thereof. I will firſt belgiue that God —- 
giues, and our nature recetues ſo admirable a pro- | 
' perty in vaine, before | can be perſwaded that there 
is no true religion, which only is that which can 
iuereſt ro theſe reſtleſſe appetites of our ſoules. 

| CAdadtinthe laſt place that man, a creature of one 
of the bigheſt formes (for he is bur little inferiour to 
the Angells) ſhould bee one of the fooliſheſt and 
| moſt wretched,itreligion were meerely but a name 
or fiction, or it hauing truth in it, could nor, poſſi- 
bly be poſſeſſed by vs, For as Frc/2w well ſhewes, Derels. Chif 
many ,asthe poZ#les foffake all things, all men | ys, 
ſomething, ont of the loue or feare ofa Godhead: 
 wequit preſentthings in hope or dread of future, | 
| our conlciencesare continually exercifed either in 
feaſting burſelues for the obſerned, or vexing our 
 ſelues for the omicted duty to that divine power 
which weacknowledge: now ifall this were witer- | 
| ly invaine, wearemoſt vaine and miferable,cſ>e- | 
cially, ſince wee obſerue in inferiour creatures no 
naturall : 
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4 things in expeRation of future,or carry themiclues 
{ in ſucha voluntary. ſtritneſle. We may not, who 
| for want of time muſt bee faine to leaue out ſome 


| matters, & therefore will vpon the premiſes which 


| there isfome where extant aforme of the true 
| worſhip of God,whereot man may bee partaker. 
| | But the troublous diſpute of the world is, what this 
| true worſhip is, wherein it conſiſts, where to bee 
| bought, by what meanesto be purchaſed. Let mee 
| haſten then to theſe points,not vnfie for this place, 
| neceilary T am ſure for theſe times,wherein ſo ma- 
| nyareata ſtand which way to take, nota few haue 
turned their backs to that wherein they ought to 
have proceeded : andallofvs (God pardon our 
| coldneſſe and faint-heartednefſe)not ſo forward to 
 vphold and beautify the truth which wee doc em- 
| brace. 

| Thephraſeof buying, here vſed, ſomewhatdi- 
| res vs in our inquiry: tor the ſaw ofthis ation is, 
that wee conſider of the wares thataretendred vn- 
| tovs. Hee that would haue vs take things becauſe 
offered, doth nor fell butimpoſe and tirannize. A 
| man may ſafely ſuſpe his dealing that would hauc 
| vs chooſe and winke, orbuy in the darke. The 64/e- 
eſſe of talſhood ſhuns the light, but 2r4th as Ter- 
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forall eyes, and fearethnot the ſeuereſt tryall; if tt 
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naturall dif poſition to abſtaine from preſent 200d 


\vcre | 
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thing neceſſary , ſtand too long vpon ſuperfluous 


| E.contuatent. |, olloan f; peaketh, nihilerubeſcit nifs ſolummodo ab- | 


| even nature may ſubſcribe vnto , conclude, that | 
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| were onely guilded over, it might forbid touching | | 7 
| or ſcraping,but being maſly & 1olid gold through- F 
| out , the more you handle and examine it the 
{ brighter it willappeare. It cannot therefore be but 
| a *Twrciſzze in theChurch of Rome,which allowes | Pe Twrcarum 1 
not the people of God to try before they truſt, but re cho | 
| becauſe ſhe findes the ignorance of themoſt to bee | verir cus, | | 
her greateſt reuenue ſhakels the: ſoules of infinit | f4##.4. 
| numbers in the priſon ofa darke implicit faith, as 
' { if they could not be holy but in ſtupidity,nor good 
Chriſtians vnleſſe they turne beaſts and bee led 
withoutreaſon: but ſhall we with ſuch curious dili- 
gence, ſuruey the nature and conditions of thoſe 
wares, that are commodious for the body, and 158 
ſhall wetruſt a few plauſible words of the Chap- F 
man & goe no farther, in matters of that moment, 
as religion is, vpon the truth whereof dependes | 
the faluation of our ſoules? VVhy? Is it not poſſi- | 
ble for men to be men and erre, are not many falle 0 
prophets gone out into the world , are there not. 
many falſhoods for onetruth,8 doth not falſhood. 
at the firſt bluſh ſometimes, ſeeme as truth? Vas | 
thereneuer any rotten wood varniſhed or painted, | 1 
was it neuer knowne thata ſtrumpet put vpon her = | 
the attire and geſtures of an honeſt matron? Now 
now ſhall all this fraud bee diſcouered, if wee will = 
| put out our owneeyes and not vſe that diſcretion 
which God and nature hath left vs for the differen- 
 cing of things. I confeſle indeed that if we wil! re- 
ſrgne vp our ſelues, wholy to ſome others opinion 
and degrade our felues of our own vnderſtanding, 
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3 | wee may fall vpon ſome truths in the worſhip of 


God, bur this 1s by chance not tudgement , and is 
not much better theryit we ſhould againe build vp 
the * tay to the unknown God. To remedy all 
theſe inconuentences, ler vs embrace the allowance 
of the bleſſed Apoſites, of St Paule who exhorts vs 
fo try all things and hold that which i good : of St 
thn who bids vs not to belezue every ſpirit but try 
them whether they are of Goa: of St Peter who rc- 
| quires,that wee be ready alwates to gine an anſwere 
| FO CME y 1248 that asketh a reaſon of the hope that 
#52 Vs, This that wee may be able to doe, let vs 
.goe on and ſhew the belt meanes whereby wee 
| may diſcerne #74th from fatſhood in matter of re- 
l;gion. | 

Where firſt it is no reaſon. why it ſhould not 
eaſily be granted, that thatis truth which beares 
conformity to the minde of the firſt truth, God: for 
our vnderſtanding is no otherwiſe true, then as it 
is evenandadequate to things themſelues, confi- 
dering them as they are,nor are thoſe Entitles true 
but as they are agreeable to diuine vaderſtanding, 
which is not only the meaſure | but the cauſe ofall 
| things,but 1f in any thing certainely in religion that 


| 


minde and will: for who ſhould preſcribe what be- 


knowes fo little in and about himſelfe? (eſpecially 
fince his vnderſtanding grew crazie by his fall) at- 


| 15 moſt true, that beares correſpondency withGods 


longsto his honour but himſclke? Shall man who- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


] The effect of this preſumption, is too well known 


tempt to define how his maker ſhall bee ſerued? 


| 
| 
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inthe ſuperſtitious, who meaſuring God by them- 


ſelues,thruſtſuch vnſeemely kindneſſes vpon him as 
are wholy vnworthy of his mateſty: yea(to ſpeake ! 
the truth) worſhip their owne fancics inſteed ofa 


{ honour would it bee, which a filly country fellow | 
| ſhould lay downe for the right ſervice of our king, | 
| &may we not quickly imagine ,what an vntoward | 
. forme of divine worſhip, that would prouc,which 
| poore ignorant man, a worme & no man deviſcth, 
| No, no,let vs let God alone with his owne hondur: 
| he is beſt knowne how crear he is to himſelfe, and 
can ſurely tell vs what his will1s,he cannot be decei- 
| ued becauſe moſt wiſe, he will not deceiue, becauſe 


deity: what an ilfauoured and mitkapen pcece of | = 


| moſt good. Itisby the ſunne that weebehold the 
ſunne : it muſt be by God himſclfe that wee can 
know God: and theretore for this point, wee may 
ſer vp our reſolution with Ambroſe in his epiltle a- 


' gainſt Spmmachus: cali myſteria doceat me Dems 
zpſe, qui condidit, non homo qui ſeitſum ignorantt, 
cut magis de Deo quam Deo credam? As for the my- 
ſtertes of heauen, let God teach 215 who made vs, not 
man who knowes not himſelfe, concerning Goa 
| whom ſhould we better truſt then God himſetfedThat 
of Saint Hilary is of kinne to this, concedamus c0g- 
| nitionem ſui Deo: idoneus enim ſibs teſtis eſt , qui | 
| rift per ſe cognitus non eſt, let vs leaue to God the 
| knowleadze of himſelfe, ayd ſince he ts not known but 
by himſelfe , hee ts fitte# tobe his owne witneſle; 
butler vs with attentiveſt reverence, matke the ſeuc- 


— 


rity of Cod himſelfe inthe prophecy of his ſervant 


| 
2 Epyl.cont, {| 
 Spmmachum 


£ 
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| 4 116.3, 


2Pet.1.21, 
| Greg,mag, 
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| 


blindevnderſtanding wee could not ſoare vp to 


| ro him, whatſocuer is ofa middle nature, itis vn- 


Efay, the words whereofhis owne ſonne repeates 
12 te fifteenth of Matthew, 1» vain? dve they wor- 
jÞip me teachins for d1rines the commandements 
of men, Now ljace the conceit of man, is ſo vaine a 
meaſure of diuine worſhip, and that God mult bee 
honoured after his owne way, it remaines to be but 
enquired where the {eate of his will is * Salutanmus 
readily anſweres vs,7p/am ſacreſcript re oraculum, 
Dei mens ef. the oracle of holy ſcripture is the mind | 
of God, If it be truth we ſeeke for,thy word O Father 
i truth (aith our Sauiour. Behold the louing care 
of Godto man; when by reaſon of our lame and 


| God, toenter our ſelues into his acquaintance, hee 
hath deſcended downe to vs; by thoſe who haue 
beene from cuerlaſting in his boſome, his deare 
fonne and ſvirit, he hath conveted vato vs his conn- 
failes, and by the men who ſpake and wroteas they 
were inſpired, hath fentvs [as Gregorzes phraſe is) 
diverſe epi{es concerning his will : here then may 
we reſt,that whatſocuer his word entoineth, is well- 
pleaſing,whatſoeuer itforbtddeth is vnacceptable | 


certaine whether it may be wellcome;lt is moſt cer- 
caine it is not expected, They arethen too daring 
that thruſt vpon the people of God, asneceſlary to 
their aluation or their makers worſhip, thoſe ob- | 
ſeruances,that we are ſure are beſide, they are not 

{ure arenotagainſt this written word, It it were 
poſſible in theſe contentious times, forany one 


pee er EIT 


man ofan humble and indifferent ſpirit, no more 
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_ 
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to heare of thoſe differences. of religion, which fo 


| mire the ſweet conſent, which our religion hath 
| with.Gods word, and he would morethen wonder 


| mike vs wiſe vnts /alnation as Saint Paul (aith,and 


purchaſt. 


much troubles the world, then that good poore 
man in the ſtory of * _{/exaraer did of thoſe wars 


1.3 


that had filled all Afrein his time, and had beene 


long round about him , betore hee had diligently 
read ouer theholy ſcriptures, and it afterwards 
there ſhould without all foreſtalling perfwaltons 
or Oratory inference be nakedly layd downe the 


articles of our doctrine and the tenents of the Ro- 


miſh Church, it were not poſſible but he ſhould ad- 


from whence all the reſt were fetcht, and would 
conclude.that if what they teach in many points, be 
erue,there hath-crept into the world a newGoſpel], 
whereof no footſteps in the many writings ofthe 
holy Prophets and Apoſtles doe appeare. Theſc 
additaments are ſtiled ſacred traditions, but by | 
what chaine were they let downe from heauen? Or 
how can their neceſſary viſe by prudent hearted 
chriſtians beeembraced ,, when they- are already 
bound to beleiue, that the Sereptures are able to 


| —O——_—  ——— 


that they are of ſufficiency for all theſe things ,where- 


_—— OA 
% 


by the man ofGod may be perfectly furniſhed to euery 


good worke: men may bee wiſeaboue that which is | 


written, butthen they are wiſe aboue ſobriety; .tor 


itis a luxury in religion to deſire more , then what 
will infiru& vs toevery good worke here and. fit | 


vs for eternal[ ſaluation hereafter. Ee 
But here wee muſt goe one ſtep farther to quit 


B 3 that | 


Vide Curtiunm 
in 10.4, 


2Tim 3.15,16- 


7, 
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Truth 


| Pich de $0 vid, 


| 


| 


| 


Provy.I,4. 


to the ſimple, and to the young men knowledge and 


| thoſe depths wherein Elephants may ſwimme, and 


that obieion which good ſoules,doe many times 
make again(t their owne good; for they willingly 
granting that God hath made the ſcripture a per- 

tec regiſter ofhis will , and that itis a great con- 
tentment to man, that God himſclfe is become his | 
reacher, by whom if he bee decetued he may fay as 
he of old, $ error 6 Domine a te deceptiſumus, if | 
am in anerror thy word hath decezed me;yecrhow | 
ſhall theſe writings bee vnderſtood by vs? For wee | 
heare many and thoſe none of the meanelt clerkes, | 
complaining ofthe grear obſcurity to be found in 
that book?, and how thall wee Paiſesand Pigmes | 
in compariſon of others reach to the ſence thereof; 
buy the truth we would, but it is ſomewhat aboue 
the proportion of our ſtates andabilities: to this I 
can Eine no betteranſwere, but doe yeewith hum- 
ble diligence and reachable aff:tions read ouer | 
this heauenly booke and you will an{were your 
ſelues - for doubrleſſeyou ſhall finde many eaſy 
places therein,and thoſe will incourage you to read | 
thereſt, Euen this writing of $9/07n9 thought | 
containe parables high enough forthe moſt reach- | 
ing vnderſtanding,. yet withall it certifies vs in the 
very * entrance #ha? they are framed t0 gine ſubtilty 


| 
| 


aiſcretion, and will the ſpirit faile ofthe end pro- 
poſed?Experience will teach vs otherwife,for how- 
ſocuer we ſhall meete in ſcriptures with ſome of 


ifthey will bee too curiouſly and preſumptuouſly 


venturing, be drowned too; yet we ſhall alſo light. 
| vpon | 
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Vpon exceeding many foords, and thoſe fireaming 
likewiſe with the waters of life, wherein thoſe that 
are yet but lambes may wade and be refre(hed;ad- 
mirable is the temper of holy ſcriptures, as the au- 
thor thereof takes care of all and is r#chto all that 
call upon him as (peakes the ©4poFle,lo is thefiile | Rom,rownt- 
| thereof diſpoſed and bending towards all, that ap- 
| proach with reverence : it ſo exerciſeth the wits of 
| the moſt learned, as that it ſariſfieth the deſires of | 
the moſt ignorant: God is the Father and lord of vs 

all, and he ſpeakes as becometh both thoſe titles: 
for hauing differing children and feruants and ha- 
ving commandes for all of them, he muſt needs at- 
temper his ſpeech to each ſeuerall capacity, that e- 
.uery one may know his duty 1n the place hee holds | 
| vnder him, Howſocuer then the olde Philoſophers | Yd: Fivem at | 
ſavouring of the heatheniſhenvy and pride, and wi 

mindeing onely the benefit ofa few, proteſſe they | ib evangetii. 
will write obſcurely, and to the moſt as gaod as f |, | | 
they wrote notatall,witneſſe the epiſile of £777. AF pang % | 
otle to his greateſt ſchoſler, yet to conceiue fo of | tir piyfic. 
God, the author of mankind aſwell as of the Bible, | 9% g 
were the impeachment of his wiſdomeand good- 
neſſe: for what ſhall he bethe God onely of v17- | 
ver ities, ſhall the witty onely ingroſſe him? No, |... .., 
doubtleſſe hee is a Godof the * wallzes as well as of | £26; M 
the mountaines & the ſhowres of his gratious plea- | 
ſures ſhall equally deſcend on both: there are in e- 
uery corner of his family foules {icke, and to be cu- 
red; hungry and to be fed;naked and ro be clothed 
loſt and to be found, and therefore there js doubt- 


| leſle 
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fe inhis word, thatmedicine, meat, ſuccor, ſal- 
uation, that ſhall bee fit for all, tliere is a ſpiricuall 
market where all may buy : but heere is the tolly, 
we are many of vs lazy, and thenlay our ſloth vpon 
obſcucity of ſcriptures, and ſome of vs it may bee 
drunke with inordinate affections, and then like 
drunkards though the way bee broad and plaine 
tnough yet we find fault with the narrowneſle& vn- 
euenne{ſe ; yea by the abuſe of.our ſelues and the 
word of God. inſtcad of buying his truth wee pur- 
chaſe that his grieuous 1udgement, that /eerz7 wee 
ſhall not ſee, and hearing wee ſhall not vnderſtagd, 
thatio that ofthe Apolile may bee verified : rhe 
mew bee hid it ts hid unto them that periſh, 
whom the God of this world hath blinded their 
minades, that the light of the gloriomGoſpell of Chriſt 
ſhould not ſhine unto them, Much fault may bee in 
our {clues, that wee miſſe of ſo richa bargaine as 
truth;but cane wee with honeſt mindes to the 
word, we ſhould finde, that though many hard 
things therein ſurpaſſe our vnderſtanding,yet it we 
practiſe, bucſo many dutics of piety, and embrace 
ſo many articles of faith, which wee may cicarely 
vnderſtand, there will remaine of caſy leſſons ſuch 
ſtore,as ſhall ſerue to the attainmentof cternall life. 
Thus have wee layd downe the prime and maſter 
direction how to deſcerne falſhood from that hea. 
venly truth which we would buy xſhewing, that no- 
thing ist» be retaincd as neceſſary to the true wor- 
ſhip of God , which bearesnot conformity to his 
will, whereof the letters patents are the holy ſcrip- 
fires ! 
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tures; but further, becauſe in the ware it ſelfe, which 
we would get into our hand,thereare found certaine' 
proper qualities or characters whereby it may be 
diſtinaly knowne from ſophiſticate falſhoods,it will 
not be impertinent to admoniſh ſomewhat herein, 

The firſt innate property of this truth, is that it 


. . | 
is alway one and the ſame, enenas God himſelle | 
the parent thereof is, zw whom u no variableneſſe | 


or ſhadowe of turning ſaith S* James, asoneLord 
ſo ore faith, is S* Pawles doctrine; toimagine that 


diuers and contrary traditions in religion | 
may be true, is to bring ina plurality of Gods, For 
the one and ſimple vnderſtanding of one God, can- 
not poſſibly caſt forth the beames of two truths, 
Well then may C£#ften call that opinion of R-e- | 
torins herefin nimium mirabils vanitatis,an hereſy 
of a prodigious vanity, who held that all here- 
tiques though of neuer ſodifferent fancies, did yet 

ſpeake the truth, as if any thing could ſwarue from | 
it ſelfe and remaine it ſelie, no, no, truth is more 
vniforme and conſtant, inſomuch that if we ſyruey 
all the parcels of this rich & beautifull commodity, 
we ſhall finde each ſeucrallto agree with the reſ}| 
in admirable conſent; whereas if wee take into our 
hands the infinite peeces of falſhood,wce ſFallnot 
onely perceiue them oppoſite to truth, Fut incohe-| 
ren: one to another, nay in the ſame cauſe or queſt- 
ion it will not be hard ro deſcry the premiſſes, and 
the moreremoved coſequences mutually to wound 


P 
one another and be both falſe ; but truth cuts not | 


her o wne throat, but rather cach part other /if of | 
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, | ſo pardleTeathing I may fo fpzate) leads Reon * 
4 ſluccour to the other, - 
| { Taeſecoal aatiu2 note of diuine tzuth is, that it : 
jp ftilreJ-Rs it lelfeypon the glory of its Author, | 
and czrefore th2, as wildoms in t12 dooke of P7o- | 
verbs, gets hecto the 8op of the heh places , ſhee ' 
ſtands at cuzry eabranceaal ſings that P/a/me with 

a cheareful! voice,Giue vxto the Lord O pee mighty, | 
| giue unto the Lord Glory and Frength , nin? unto | 


| 
| Prov.s, 2:3. 
| Plal29,7,2, 


_—____—_ 


the Lord theglory due vnt? his nam?: all her cry is 


| that fleſh and blood may be hamvled, and che Fa- 


ter of ſpirits gloritied: ſh2 bids miſerable man at 


a. 4 


{ Iaſtkaow and acknowledge his miſery , and begin 
| | to confeſle himſelfe altogether . vaworthy ofthe - 
leaſt of his provoked makers mercy:ſhe preaceth to 
| 


him, not to land vpon the prerogatiues of naturall 
goodnelle, ſhee counſelleth him to caſt away the 
inſolent conceit of his owae merits and fatiſtati- 
| ons, and rely onely vpon the free and vndeſerued 
race of God for his ſaluation : ſhee commandes | 
ſ | him to ſubmitall his owne wiſdome, greatneſle, 
| power, to the power, greatneſle, wiſdome of God: 
| | ſheinioines him nor to take in any partners into his. 
| | redeemers honour, but to let him haue all the glo- 
| | ry of his owne workes without a ſharer: this voice 
thus aduancing our creator and reſtorer, is high & 
Fo true; but when Þ hcare a skreaking, that I am not 
ſo poore but that doeing whatT may doe , by my 
; depraued nature, I deſeruc at leaſhwiſe 1n congrui- 
| | ty, that God ſhould looke favourably ypon mee, 8 


| when his fauouris receiued , Ithen candoe thoſe | 
| works 
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works which by their owne proper dignity , may | 
merit heauen and bring God vnder a debt: when 1 
heare a noiſe that I muſt get mee ſome of the ouer- | 
flowings of other mens goodneſle, or pay fome | 
of mine owne ſatiltaftions to helpe out the merits | 
of my ſaviour ( as itthere were ſome want in him of | 
whoſe fulnſſe wee may all receiue grace for grace) | 
when { am ſolicited in performanceof religion, to | 
doe beſides and ſometimes againſi the command | 
of God, as itI might be a thought wiſer then my | 
maker: theſe ſounds mult needs bee vntuncableto 
truth,ſfince ney ſer nottorth the grace and glory of | 
God in that bighelt ſtrain, which heauenly doct- 
rines ſhould reach vnto, | 
Thirdly if amongſt a heape of fruitlefſe & com | 
fortleſſe doctrines that viually lye vpon the ſtall, we 
would finde out and buy the truth, let vs enquire af- 
ter that which containes the moſt certaine and ſafe 
method of our reconciliation with God : for ſince 
religion (as that noble Frenchman bath it) i the | 
art of /auing man , which cannor bee but in con- 
iuactioa with God, and fince it is confeſſed on all 
hands, that ſinne hath madea great gulfe betwixt 
God and man; that muſt needs bee thc only truth, | 
which will tell vs how a friendſhip may bee made | 
vp againe betwixt the creator and his creature, | 
hence ſome ſay re/zgion takes hisname, becaule it | 
doth® relzge or binde together againe what was vn- 
happily dilvnited, Bur be rhat as Grammarrans can 
agree, it will be agreed by diuines, that all man- 


kind, ſhould be vtterly loſt, if beivg by fin brought | 
G2 
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Truth 


| vnto the very margent of that bottomles helliſh 
pit, there ſhould be no bridge appointed , tocon- 
| veigh vs ouerin ſafety to the mercies of heauen, bur 
| | herein the grace of God, (which the ſcripture hath 
| the honour to publiſh helps by bringing vs cer- 
| ' taine newes of an Enmmanuella God-man, a media- 
| f0gr, who by his infiiitely meritorious ſufferings 
(tor what cannot the blood of the fon of God ob- 
| taine) payd offall the ſcores of hisFathers iuſtice, 


and reconciled vs to his cucrlaſtmg loue, wherein 
| | is eucrlaſting life and health: when we were enimies 
| Rom.500, | Ciththe Apoſtle, wee were reconciled to God by the 
| death of his fonne, ana being reconciled, we ſhall bee 
ancd by his tif, This isa true ſaying and worthy 
by all meanes to bee receiued, becaule it can onely 


ces, whereas all other waics in the caſe ofmans re- 
conciliation with God, are but as thinne, rotten, 
. . 

| ſhort threads, applyed to the bowing ota mighty 
|: 
| Cedar,toa poore ſhrubbe of wondertull great di: 
| ance fromit, euen tyesand bandes weaker and 
yainer then vanity itſelfe, 

| | Fourthly, it may paſle for an indiutquall marke 
| of true religion, thatit is a leader to true ſanctity 
| The wiſdome that is from aboue, ts fir pmre? ſaith 
| St 72m7cs, andinthe laſt verſe of his firſt chapter hee | 
| -  |ginesthischaradtrr thereof, charity towards others | 
and cleaneſſe in our ſelges, Not-thatall profeſſors | 
| | ofthe truth, are preſently poſſeſſed with ſanctity, 
| not that the ſanRtity which is in the beſt, 15 1n this | 
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|  extinquiſhed all the fiery fierceneſſe of his wrath | 
| 

| 


give aſſurance of peace to ous troubled conſcien- | 


life 
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but our meaning is, that what is diuinely true dotj1 


life perfectly ſquared to the exact alc xtch. | 


in its owne nature neceſ{arily tend to the purging. ; 
of our ſoules from corruption, and the introducing | 


of holy innocency, charity and cuery other vertuc: | 
It muſt needs bee ſo, ſince truth is the daughter of | 
God, the Holy of holies ; when therefore we heare | 


adoQtine that fauours our ſenſuality , that giues | 
diſpenſation to carnall liberty , that lendes patro- 
nage to the fopperies of our time, vt hopefte pecca- 
re Videamur, that we may feeme honeftly vaine; 
The voice thereof, bewrates the falſhood of ir, nay 
itisa very vnlucky truth (if any truth can haue thar 
miſtortune ) which when entertained moues no. 
man the more to the loue of Godor praQtiſe of a- | 
ny goodneſſe, Ina word lince it was wiſely faid, 


brigement of all religion to imitate him whom a 
man worſhips: it is but froth, that is not able to im- 
print in our” accompts the lively reſemblance of 
that holineſſe which is in God. If it cannot beget | 


vertue but ſerues only to make vs hide our bad- | 


neſſe, it hath butthe. force ofan humane law , it it 

doe but onely pare off, butnot root vp vices, it is | 
buta lecure of heathenniſh philoſophy : if inſtead 
of croſſing, it gratifies the ill humours of the fleſh,” 
and world, it isthe doctrine of divells; but if it bee | 


ficred co the rendring of a man, notonely a full re- 
Imitator of 


nouncer of his owneluſts but a ſincere im! 
his makers holineſſe, this is the truth , that is fallen | 
downs from heauen, to-bring vs vp thither, | 


Fiftly | 


Alte, 
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Fiftly I muſt adiotyne this, as a cogniſance of 
the beſt religion, thar it calls efpecially for the in- 
ward man: for nothing can be mereagreeable to a 
ſpiritualland inuiſible nature , then a ſpirituall ſer- 
vice: ſurely the Father ſeekes ſuch worſhippers , as 
ſpeakes the ſonne, and I hope many ſuch hee will 
finde, though I cannot but feare there will bee {till 
more, who ſuppoling that God loues, whatſoener 
they themſelucs admire, & going about to put vp- 
on him their owne humors , place all religion in 
| externa!l gawdes and ſhewes, what a deaie of me- 
| channicall religion, is there in the world whileſt the 

Phariſaicalltew is buly in the waſhing of his cupvs, 
and platters, and makes his AGE prayers ! ng 
cuen to hoarſneſfle, but to haue a cleane air {incere 


| 


foule is his leait care. The 6/zzd heathen playes the | 


| ntique in geſture before his God, and w!.ci his 
| ceremony is cnded, his religion is ended. The filly 
\ Papiſ{ with his fingers rurnes ouer his beades, with 
his knees creeps to his image, with his tongue per- 
formes his confeſfors raske, and then he hath done 
with God till the next holy day: nay whileſtſo ma- 
; ny amongſt cur felues mecre 44;mcks inreligion, 
are zealous rather in their eyes, cares, hands, 
tongues, then in their hearts, that finde all religion 
 intheremple, and in the temple leaue it as they 
finde it, neither bringing ia nor carrying away any 
In their mindes, which ſhould be the hourely liuing 
Temples of God, beautified with modeſty.perfu- 
| med wita innocency, and ſtored with the ſacrifices 
of flagrant loue to God, his cauſes , his ſcruants: | 
ſeruices | 
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ſcruices ofthe body were decent, haue their place, 
but not as diſtinQiue notes of a true relipion, 


which rather calls for the offices ofa good and wel! 
ended minde. | 

Laſtly I may not omit without wronging my 
wares, that the truth which muſt be bought, will be | 
knowen by her antiquity and laltingneſle, becaufe | 
itisthe offpring of him that was, ana, and # to |; 
come: heerethoſe of the Church of Rowe will bee 
ready to pleade a prrchaſe, nameing vs Popes ard 


doArine hath bin kept, wee deny it not to bee too 
olde, andyet wee graunt itnot tp be olde inough: 
for antiquity hath irs degrees;we yeeld the ſecond, 
but the firft is the beſt, and that is ours, wee ſay nor 
this or that Pope but with J2nar&us Chriſt i onr autr- 


quity, norto vie Cyprians Apologie, doe wee fo 


much attende , whatany others before vs, haue 
done or taught, * 


all did, and commanaed to be taught and aonue; and 
ehis truth which in the Pramztine times was cleere- 
ly profeſſedand in the darker daies of Antichri/l;- 
4ani/me preſerued, both in the Oracles of the vncor- 


| rupted word, andin the hearts of perſecuted wit- | 
| neſſes, oureyes /eyes bleſſed if thankfull) behold 


* [ed quia, qui ante omnes eft Chri- 
firs prior fecertt, what Chrift who was before them © 


purchaſt 


| 
| Bev... 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Epil.ad Phiia- 


adtph, 


Epi, 63. 


it, not zew butrerewed, and vindicated from the | 


tirann!e of former times, if it had ſtood onely vpon | 


humane props; fraudes and forces might by this 
time haue vadermined it, but by a higher hand, it 


hath hitherto miraculouſly continued, and no 


T 
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doubt will to the end of all things; ſince there js no 
reaſon whyGod who Is if I may ſo ſpeake as wiſe at 
fiſt asat laſt, and as ſtrong at laſt as at firſt, ſhould 
either change his minde or not afford his ſupport. 

Hauing thus ſhewed where truth is ſhopt, and 
| how it may be diſcouered the onely labour that is 
left me, is, toſtirre you vÞ to bee ſo affected that 
| it may be poſleſſed by you: where not to bee ſo ar. 
| rogantas to chalke you out a way of ſtudy in arts 
and iciences, and languages, and ſuch like helps, 
to the inquiſition cuen of divine truths, this I leaue 
to the Gawwaltels & maiſters ofthe 1/raeliat whoſe 
feetT wiſh Imight haue longer fate. I ſhall crely 
| accompr it my duty,to admoniſh you and my ſclte 
ina few words of the chicfeſt qaa/ztzes wherewith 
wee ſhould bce inueſted, who are inioyned tc buy 
the truth, 

And hereleta high loue and eſteeme of this 
ware be firſt wrought in'ys: for doubtleſſe here is a 
thing of rich value before vs, fince the holy ghoſt 
doth ſoſollicitevs tothe purchaſing thereof, wee | 
may wellgiue it out, thatthis is that one pearle of 
great price mentioned inthe. Goſpell, which cauſed 
| the wiſe merchant t0 20e and/ell all that he had and 
| bay it, torititbean excellency, drawing toward 
Angellicallpertetion,to conſider of things as in- 
deed they are: if ir be ſo ſweet a food to the foule 
of man to contemplate of thoſe matters whereof 
the is capable without miſtakeing : if it bee the no- 
bleſt {chollerſhip to coppy out into our vnderſian- 


dings, thatwhich is originally & eternally in Gods: 
if 
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if God bee fo jealous of his honour, and ſo| 

| | Ml] 
| vnlike thoſe ſociable Gods of the heathen, that 
one only preſcribed worſhip can content bim; | | 
| how ſhould wee bee rauiſhed with truth in 
which all this is found, wee cannot but long to. 
| buy it, if wee once bee thus perfwaded of the 
worth of it, 

Therefore I hope the next thing will bee heeded | 
by vs, which is, as heartily to be affected with the 
| excellency of ſcriptures, aboue all other writings, 
ſince in that holy paper is vnqueſtionably wrapt | | 
vp-this heauenly ware; much time would then bee | 2, Tim.z.29; 
ſpent as was done by Tymethy in knowing the [a- 2:2 
cred letters, and not ſuffer our ſelues to bee fo be- | 
witched with che name of huwane police literature, | 
that Philo/ophers, Hiſtorians, Poets, yeaandthoſe. } 
Dinuines too , with whom <A1riFotle is more fre- 
quent then Paxte, ſhould take vp our ſolemneſi,and 
devouteſt ludies, and the Bible bee onely read at-| 
ſome by houres,rather becauſe we would not bee 
altogether ignorant,the that we would be very skil 
full in it: ſurely they are worthy to bee deceiued in | 
divine matters, who are infeted with the humour 0 
| of Angelus Palitianus who would not vouchſate | ,.,, .:.,, 4 [: 2. 
the reading of ſcriptures, as not containeing ele- | veri. fdtilib.z, | 
gancies ſutable to hiswit and ſtile, asit he meantto = 45 
be ſaued by Critici/mes and quainter phraſes. S*| © 
Auſtew bewailes this vanity of his,. with whom | 5 3.c/.04p.5 | 
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| whileſt not conuerted Tw{yabove all compares 
ſeemed worthier of his ſtudy, then any of our inſpt- 


redauthors,we may think it a malady of great wits | | 
D which | | 


| 
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| can hardly take the faire impreſſions of truth, 720 


| ſinne in vs, andhath giuen vs any of the wafers of 
#rifeto drinke, Lord, how hard wee ſtudy, yet not 


| Rill will runne away from vs,, or if caught will bee 
| ofno vie: wee peremptorily determine where wee 
! ſhould onely religiouſly admire, againe, if this ſpi. 
| Iit haunt vs, anew error pleaſeth vs better then an 
 auncienteſtabliſhed truth, thinking it a braueract | 


[whichhad needtobecured b y ſuch repzntance; let | 


| good wits therefore take heede of it, 
| Nowas welouetruth and therecords of it, ſo if | 
we would ſtore our ſelues therewith, I know no- ' 
thing more neceſſary then co come with honeſt and | 
purged affetions: fora minde blurred with fenſuall | 
vanities, worldly corruptions, diucliſh wickedneſle, 


a malicious ſoule wiſdome (as it is tn the booke of 
' Wiſdome) ſhall ot enter nor dwell in the body that | 
| #5 4/abjee? unto finne, It pride be the domineering 


to buy but diſgrace a truth: if it hath bin our ill Incke 
to hauevenred an errour, wee take 1t our credit 
todefendit, and though wee are conſcious of the 
talſhood yet wee muſt not ſeeme to erre: Inour 
conferences which ſhould ſerue to put vp truth be- 
| fore vs, it is victory thatis onely aimed at, A mo- 
deſt man dares ſcarceſpeake what is true for feare | 
| ofputting vs into the contrary error: and as the | 

leauen of pride is ſo ſoure, fo is.it wondertully ſwel- | 
ling, as ifplaine and certaine truths were occnpata. 
| materia, a matter already taken vp by others of 
low and vulgar wits, and vnfitfor the ſublimity of | 
our ſpirits: we range after curious ſpeculations that 
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| to be the maiſter of a young vanity, then the diſct- | 
| ple »tanaged truth, no wonder then if ſome, now j 
| and then, picke out of their authors ſuch a pointior 
their venting, which others ſaw as well as they,and 
| could haue bought it ; but being but a toy and not | 
worth the expence, haue wiſely ſcorned it, theſe. 
| marketings can hardly bee avoided by men of 
| pride, humility is more thirſty and ſlill on the get- | 
| ting hand; becauſe indeed bleſſed bee him, whoas 
hee fruſtrats proud wits, ſo hath hee promiſed 2hat | Lat.r, x5. 
the humble he will teach his way, 
| Nowasthe fate ofpride is, fo is that of world- | 
lings, ſo is that of ſenſuality, fo is that of enuy, ſo- 
is that of vncharitableneſle; all theſe hang plum- | 
rmets vpon the ſoule, 8: ſufferher not to afcend vp | 
| to many truths;,nay though our vnderſtandings be 
ſometimes of their owne naturall vigour ſoaring, | 
yet asthe very Eagles made for Right, can _ | 
fucter, not mount when weighty ſtones are tyed to | 


their feet; ſo theſe baſe and vaworthy affeRions 


cannot chooſe but clogge and preſfle vs, when ee | 
are to raiſe yp our ſpirits to any high point: but did |] 
| wee carry in our breaſts, contented, chaſt, mode- | 
rate peaceable affections, indeavouring nothing | 
more then,#o be holy as Gods hoty, thecye of our | | p.,, 7 
{oules would oft ſee more clcerely & pearce more 
deepely into heauenly miſtertes : that rule of our } 
Sautour is moſtdiuine: /f any man will ave the wilt | 1.1... 
of my father, he ſhall knowe ofthe doctriue whether | 
zt be of God. 1-458 | 
| Much heremightbee added concerning thoſe | 
D 2 | 
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| tionerh falfe prophets hat ſhall come 3n ſheepes clo- 


| Gal. I.%, 


many preiudices whereof wee ſhould alſo rid our 
ſclues, before we can entertaine truth; it is true it is 
, true, is the cry ofmany, butwhy, itis attended | 
' with ſignes: yea bur fa/e prophets ſhill ave wonders 
| enen to the deceining of the elett themſelues, if that 
were poſ@ble: itis confirmed by the ſufferings of the | 
profeſſors: yea bur 'ris not the pazne but the cauſe 
that maketh amartyr: it isaccompanied with pro- 
ſperity: yea but the Apoliles & thatchurch where- 
in the faith was moſt purely kept, were deſtitute, 
affiifted tormentea:it isfollowed by-multiudes,yea | 
but it was neuer ſo well with the world tha? the beſt 
thing ſhould pleaſe the moſt: & the broad way heares 
#l: it is bequeathed by our aunceſtors: but waſke 
not in the ftatutes of your fathers, lam the Loyd | 
ſaith God ſometimes by his prophets: it were ill with 
tuth ifa long cuſtome could preſcribe againſt it: 
itis taught by great Rabbzes: but they liſt notto | 
be men, nor euer could-produce any character that 

exempts them from ignorance: it 1s deliuered by : 
thoſe of reputed :anctity: yea but our ſauiour men- 


i. los 


' 


thing: nor is will not ſay a counſel of Saints but | 
men, a qwire of Angellsto bee welcomed with any | 
other curteſy then a curſe, i they bring things con- 
trary to wht kath bin receivedfrom Chriſt, T won- 
der at our fottiſhneſle that can bee patient to haue 
our vaderſtanding giued by theſe weake preiudi- 
ces: that we may breake them, let vs be perſwaded 
of this eaſy truth: that none but God can Zord ito- | 
aver faith: becauſe he alone isſet aboue erreur and | 

; deceit | 
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brought you what I haue conceived in this argu- 
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deceit: the ApoF/e faith itypon deliberation whar | 
Dauta did in hatt,ewery man # atyar what through | 
Ignorance., what through negligence : wha. | 
through malice; ſmall reaſon have wee then to | 
prime our conſciences vpon any-ong ſlecue, nor | 
knowing whethef he will runne with them. 


er vato you:by which holy men haue confeſſed that 
they haue more profited thenby reading, hearing, | 
orany other diligence: for if it be true what E/hu 
laith, there is a ſÞrrit in man, but it i the inſpirati. 
0n ofthe Lord that ' gineth wnderſtanding : and it 
being moſt true what our ſaujour hath, that his Fa- 
ther willgzue the /pirit to thoſe that aske him, who ' 
can doubt but that.devout prayer is one of the cur- 
ranteſt coines , whereby wee may trafftique with 
God, for the obtaining of thoſe illuminations that | 
ſhall bring truth with them into our breaſts. 

Thus haue I /reuerent Fathers and bretheren) 


ment, Iam not much acquainted with your cares 
and therefore know not how. to fitthem : oneiy 1 | 
thought thae a diſcourſe of truth, and the purchaſe 
of.it, inighenot be vnſutable to that place wherein 
is held ſo famous a Mart oftruth: or did the con- | 
ſiderations ofmine owne meanneſle deterre mee, 
finceT knew Icameamongſthe wiſe, with whom | 
as Proſþers phraſe is, truth is not then onely great, | 
when great ones teach it,” But if you will except, 


W2 hauc | 
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To auoideall theſe impediments to he procu- | 
ring of truth, letys in the laſt place commend pray- | 


Rom. 3, 4, 
Pi.116.xr, 


Auz.Epiſt, 112, 


lod, 32, $, 


Luk,11.13, 


| Vice Profp.pte- 


ſ-1.ia 2, 16.de 


wee need no encouragement in this kind, for WCE þ vitacontemyh | 


4 


| 


q 


Truth 


RS 


haucbought truth already then I haue nothing to 
ſay but this, euermore detend it with your tongue 
and penne, and if need bee feale it withyourblood: 
 euer more adorne it with the holineſſe, and inte. 
grity of your liues, that ſo when this life ſhall bee 
changed into a better, you may with ſoules 
full ofcruth'the more comfortably come 
into the preſence of the Godof 


truth, to whom Father, fonne 
| and holy ghoſt bee aſcri- 


bed all glory and 


praiſe now 8: 
for euer, 


| 
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| 
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Doe not erre my beloued brethren, 


51] F error were only the 
M(| diſcaſe ofthe ignorant, 
| it might reaſonably bee 
ſaid vnto me, Phy/it40z 
heale thine owne conn- 


hither where various 
learning hath provi- 


riues againſt this euillzor if this malady ofthe ſoule, 
might be cured by a bare information of the ynder- 
ſtanding the matter more conuentently might bee 


then brought vp into your pulpit,but ſince experi- 


and troubleſome errors haue had heir birth ; and |} 
breeding amidſt the rongues , andpens, of men | 
famed for their wit & learningzand ſince the affet- 
tons, ( which many times are as inordinate in the | 
greateſt clerks, asthe fimpleſt Idiots) doe (though 


zry flocke, & come not 


ded liifficient preſerna- | 


left to your publicke ſchooles, or priuate ſtudies, | 


ence abundantly teacheth,that the moſt dangerous, |: 


" 


very irregularly I confeſſe ) too too oft leadthe | 
vnder- 
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Prov.23.23, 


Erroyemn defini- 
»efacilius quam 
fenire Ang.lib, 
I.contraAcude« 
7608 C4p.4, 


vaderſtanding: I could not take it ſo misbeſceming 
a worke for a preacher, who hath ſo much to doe 


| with the ordering of mensaffeions, to take in 


hand this ſubie& in thus place, let mee then once 


tare vpon your pattence,and as heretofore I haue 


| from that wiſe &rng invited you to bay the truth, ſo 


ſuffer mee now from this holy _7po#le adviſe you 
zo fly error, 

thing (if yet] can entitle it toenzety) well 
werth our ſpeedieſt flying from it, or chaſing it 
from vs, For if wee define error , which#s ſooner 
ae fined then finiſhed ſaid Licentins,what is itbuta 
pittifull deformity, & incongruity betwixt our vn- 
derſtanding, and the things which God and nature 
haue eſtablithed? For as itis the iaſtice of truth to 
conſider euery thing as indeed it is, herein nobly 
doing right tothe firſtertith, God /the fountaine 
of taatſerled being which things haue) ſo on the 
contrary inturious error is a falſe witnes-bearer a- 
gatnſtGod,reperting otherwiſe of things,theaGod 
madethem, or then hee would haue them to bee 
apprekeded by vs;cither faſtning vpon things what 
belongs notto them, or denying to them what 
doth, Alas how haue we loſt God, and the tracks 
of things as he hath left them to vs, yea how hauc 
wee loſt our ſelues, and the -indowments where- 
with wee were truſted! For whereas reaſon was be- 


— 


Rowed vpon vs,to bea lamp whereby we might dil- 


| cerne betwixt truth, and that which is the ſhadow 


thereof, errorhath put out this light, andſo depri- 
' _ued 
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þ ved vs of that which is #he/oule of theſoule to vie De mud; opi- 
; Philo his words egen as the apple 4s the eye of the eye, | fiao, 

| Philiſopher; ſpeake of a naturall appetite which the 
| foule of euery man hath to know what is true in | 
things, & therefore howſocuer there-may be found | 
thouſands, that moſt gladly would deceiue others, 
{ ſcarce one among them would willingly be decci- | 
ued himſelte. ,Yer T know not how error hath | 
ſomewhat dulled this appetite, I am ſure it cannot | 
fatiſfe it, but fruſtrates the honeſt deſires ofthe | 
foule;and inſteed ofher due meare, feeds her either 
with incertaine opinions which breed crude, and . 
 vndigeſted tenents intheludgement, or elſe with 

certaine falſhood the very poylon of the minde. 

Nor 1s error only dangerous to the firſt harborers 
of it, but like the plauge, it runns from man to man; 

rio man almoſt being content to erre to himlelte, 

but hath a longing to tranſmit his errontous con- | 
ceits to others, as it appeareth in all Hereticks, But 

the malignity oferror isneuer of greater force then | 1.29 
whenit lightethinto men of our .calling, for when | 
we haue once loft part of our prieſtly pefoyall, our | rx0d:8.30, 
vrim ourlight of true doarine, and haue clad our 

ſelues in the darke hue of talſhood, wee conueigh | 
our faſhion vnto multitude of ſoules, and cannot 

| periſhalone. By this you ſee the perrill, and can- 
not butwelcome ourApoſiles admonition,calling | 


| you fromir. 

| | Bat then isanadmonitionin this kinde,ſo much 
| 

| 


———_——_ 


"i % "ho RAO arm rey moore mg, ® Mee > x ee rr al _ 
- 


= ERR Wi 
- 


_———W 


_ tt. 
_ "4 —_— i .. _ 


| che moreto be heeded, the fouler the error is con-| 
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| Done, 
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this which Saint Temes meancs . for ifyou will ſur- 
veightheverſes bordering vpoa my text, you ſhall 
finde him labouring to root that impiouſly abſurd 


conceitout of inens minds that God i aſollicitor | 
and temptor to finne, The diuell greedy after the | 


deſtruction of foules, was it ſeems impatient of a- 
ny long delay , ere hee wrought his fcates, and 
therefore not tarrying vatill the Goſpell of our Sa- 
uiour were generally planted and ſtrongly rooted 
in mens hearts by the preaching of the apoſtles, hee 
very early began to ſow his tares, where the Lords 
firſt husbandmen had caſt in cheir good ſeed, Nay 
{o diligent was the malice of Satan, in his hireling 
Simon Mag, the Patriarch of hereticks, that the 
Holes were prevented, foras Theoaoret write 
eth when he had quitted Samaria, he tranelled into 
diuers patts, where the Apoſtles had not preached, 


foreſtalling as he wentalong the mindes of men, | 


| 


with his deteſtable impoſtures, that the doctrine of 
Apoſtolicall teachers, might wholly bee ſhut our, 
or enter with greater. difficulty ; now among his 
peſtilentiall errors,that was one,as Yencentiz teſti- 
fieth, that God the creator was author of the ewills, 
ewen of finne; an impiety which wanted not abet- 
cors in all ages; For beſides S797, Cerdon, Mar- 
ci9n, Florinus inthe firſt times, and the CAM ant- 
chees, with the PriſcilliantFs, alterwards, cuen our, 
preſent age hath afforded that impure ſe& ofthe 


Libertines fouly guilty that way, Ic is probable | 


that ſome in the 4poftles time had drunk of Simons 
cuppe, which might mque Saint James to giue ca- | 


| 
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| there be in all chings, let the pale berwixt tuſt and 
vniuſt, holy and prophane be pulld downe! For if 


| ſinnot,for why ſhould it be my fault to bee lead by 
| God,nay this confounds God and the diuell make- | 
ing them all one; then which what more horrid | 


abandond « 


veats to his ſchollers, that they erre not in this 
point: Howſoeuer we deeme of the occaſion,mo- 
ving him to write, his admonition ,- is ſo much the 
waighticr, the more grieuous theerror which hee 
ſpeakes of, is: an error prime magnitudins of the 
biggeſt ſize. For if God bean author of, or a temp- 
ter to ſinfull euill; if wee cannot bee content to ſay 
that he permits offences,but will haue him to nece(- 
ſitate them; if wee cannotreſt fatiſfied with that 
truth, that God doth in his infinit wiſdome make 
vſe of the wicked wills of his creatures,to his owne 
glory, but wee will turther ſay that hee makes their 


by God, wee will pronounce that heedoth ir, not 
only by witholding grace, bur infuſing maliice : if 
when wee ſpeake of Gods concurring, with euery 
worke of his creature, wee will not diſtinguiſh the 
action it ſelfe from the obliquity, but promiſcuoul- 
ly entitle God to both: Lord what confuſton will 


God ſolicitand impell men to evill, when 1 finne I 


wills ſo wicked;ifwhen men are read to be hardned | 


blaſphemy can be conceaued. And as for the attri- 
butes of God, which are indeed himſelfe , not one 
of them can{and with any honor, if thiserror bec | 
not demoliſhed; for how is he goodneſſe itſelte it 
ſich ſtreames ofeuill doe flow from him, how is he 


| 


all power when he is the parent of defects, and im- 


E 2 


Lc ror rar —_ er, 


—"— 


— — tt —_——__ 


% 
# 


ti —— — OOO: OO OY OT OOO Ine oo ww —_ — ——__-—___—_—— wr Ro We Yoon wooo—_— — ooo ee oo —_———— —  C—_ 


| { 08: | Error 
_—_— OW is 77 
h | ; potencies ? VVhat iuftice is it'to puniſh- thoſe 
' crimes which he himſelfe makes , and plague in a- 
; | notherhis ownefanlt, and if heencline , yea drine 
| a man to ſinne, that ſo afterwards he may ſhew. his 
mercy in remitting it, alas, as that father (ſaith it is 
i Aug, but a malcuolent good will to make any one miſera-. 
| ble to appeare himſelfe mercitull, A moreſacrile- 
gious indignity againſt God cannot bee offered, 
then by this abominable error ;. nor is there any 
| more pernitious to humane ſociety, Forit erects a | - 
prophane ſanctuary forall offenders, euery one 
ſheltring his iniquity, vnder the authority & patro- 
| dage of God himſelfe, There 1s in man a natnrall | | 
| humour notto owne his offences , and he is gladif 
hecantranſlate them vpon another; this error af- 
| fords the boldeſt ſhitr, when it propoſeth God the 
FT authorofand mouerto ſinns,. noneit this doatrine | 
were currant, bnt would freely and riocouſly offend | 
when they haue not fault, but neceſſity , yea diuine 
| authority to charge in whatſoeuer they doe. This 
|  ipeake to difſcouer the waight ofthe Apoſtles ad- 
| monition, who giues warning in a matter of great 
importance, this error not only grating vpon, but. 
| caſting downe the very foundation of all religion,” 
But although our Apoſtle hath eſpeciall refe- | 
CE, rence tothis one particular moſt impicus error, 
92mm yet there isno doubt, but as Pare righily com- 
ments)theadmonition here giuen extends to our 
auoidance of all other foule errors about the doc- 
rines of faith, Forifwee bee vntoucht of this fall- 
| hood, thereare beſides this , many others, inturi- | 
| ous 
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ditations, for this place andtime :-which is to lay 


| preſerue our ſeluesfrom errors in religion, that-ſo 
this monitory. ſpeech ofout Apoſtle may take et- 


| 


bandon'd.. | 


ous to God and dangerous to ſoules, wherewith it | 
wee are likely to be tainted, our Apoſtles watch: | 
wordis {till in force. Erre noe my belouea brethren, 
Ler me then (taking my text in1tsiuſt Jatitude) en- 
ter into that, wherevnto I haue deſtinated my me- | 


downe a courſe how wee may reeouer others and 


tet among vs. And of this, as God, the hower, 


and your patience will permit. E 


Concerning our recouery of others faln into er- 
ror, though herein much may beeſaid, yet in this 
ſcantneſle of time, it will be thrifticſt for me, to ob- 
ſerue only.our Apoſtles method herein, fr wee 
muſt hauea care as welito inſtru them, as con- | 
demne them, fo doth Saint James; who together | 
with his cry No/ite errare, vſeth very powerfull ar- ! 
guments, drawnefromthe nature of God, and the 
true cauſes of {inne; whereby hee proues that God | 
cannot bea tempter to emll, as reading the chapter 
you ſhall perceiue; And indeed it cannot be but a 
fruitlefle imperiouſnefe to command a man not to 
erre & not teach him with all the folly of hiserror; 
& what reaſons thereare to withſtand it;and here 1 
cannotbutdiſlike the: courſe taken vp by ſome of | 
our calling,who ſometimes inthe pulpet doe witk: | 
greater eagernes of paſſion, inveigh againſt popiſh | 
errors, then ſoundneſſe of iudgement , and choice | 
ofarguments refute-themz this rather advantagerh | 
rien reformeth falſhood; putting this frump into | 
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our aduerſaries mouths; wee ſeea will rather thena | 
powerin our oppoſits to convince vs oferror, for 
we heare muchnoiſe, little reaſon; and who are 
| they that we ſhould credit them , vpon their bare 
| words, and weake aſſertion only: but this is a fault 
moſt ſeene inthe conntry, and therefore not to bee | 
inſiſted on in this place. 

A ſecond directionis afforded fron the curte- 
ous language of Saint James in our text ; the mat- | 
ter which he confutes, comes not ſhort of blaſphes- | 
my, yetthe Apoſtle abſtaines from that harſher | 
terme, and molifies thatbad opinion into the gent- | 
lername of error and now hee calls from this error 
he ſalutes his ſchollersaftera milde 8& leuing man- 
ner, Erre not beloued brethren, If we could doe a- | 
| ay good ypon others errors, this behautour is of all | 
others the moſt winning; to come to the handling | 
| | | ot our brethrens ſores, with brotherly minds, full of 
| loue and compaſſion, A ſernarnt of the Loras, eſpe- 
cially he that doth theLords ſervice in freeing mens 
| 


a Tim,2,24.25 | ſoules from error, Muſt be as Saint Pax/e deſcribes 
him, gentle #0 all men, apt to teach, patient in meck- 
neſſe inſtructing thiſe that oppoſe themſelues, if God 
peraduenture will gine them repentance , #0 the ac- 
knowleaging of the truth; and ſurely great reaſon 
we haue to ihew humanity to humaneerrors; re- 
membring how difficult a matter itis for poore ig- 
norant men, ſo euery way beſet with the ſoares of 
error, to eſcape ail danger, yea not forgetting that 
wee our {clues are burmen, and may poſſibly haue 
as great ſtaines, in our iudgement, as thoſe wee 
would 
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would expunge in others; howſoener , by dealing 
with our brethren aſter a faire, & mild demeanour, 
wee (hall render them more docile, and tractable, 
icbeing the nature ofmany to lenda more patient 
eare to thoſe ofwhom they hauean opinion that | 
they proceed inloue : the mind delights rather to 
follow then to be lead, and rather to be lead, then | 
| drawne, violence making itthe more contumati- 
ous: it fares with him that hath put on error, as it 
did with him in the Apo/oag whom the ſunne faire. 
ly and ſerenely ſhining vpon, might: haue wooed 
to caſt off his cloake, which the bluſtering winde 
made him to keepe cloſer on; and ſurely there are 
ſome that if gently admoniſhed. will both reue- 
rence their infructer, and embrace his advice, but 
if ouer roughly and ſmartingly handled, will rather 
| beexaſperated then reformed fac7# /unt ingeſta 4- 
erius veritate peiores ; they are made worſe bya 
truth too too eagerly put wpon them, They leeme 
then {mally acquainted with the diſcretion of ad- 
-moniſhers, or condition-of humane nature , who 
fly into the face of theirerring bretaren, with biting | 
' invectiues, and rigorous puniſhments, as if it were 
all one to raile and convince, condemne and teach, 
or as if it werea brauer thing for Chriſtians to im- 
ploy powerthen lone, in the correcting of their 
brethren; I ſpeake not againſt the due puniſhment 
of men obſtinate and irreclaimable, but that they | 
| maynot beeſo,: I wouldhaueall louing meanes 


, 


| 


firſttryed to recall themg yea and when a ſevere 
| ſtroke is giuen I would hauc it inflicted with de: ' 
monſtra- 


| 1”? ts 


I 


m—  — —_ nt. 


—_— k. Dd. 


Saluian: 


Mt. —. Ao es. A ltd ——_— 


— — —————————— —— 


! 


1 Cor.5.2, 


| 2 Cot.2, 4. 


Hiſtor.Confil. 


| Trident. 


| Epiſt,132.ad 


Florentinam, 


; PYgmitine Church did her cenſures with 2uch 


i mourning ; as may bee-gathereredby S* Paules | 


1 


| 


| ly and ſolidly, but to deſire errors to make oftenta- 


CC. 


Sy OW oe : 
monſitration of vnfained ſorrow andloue, as the 


epiltles with whom to corred & /amentareiymo- 
nimas asthe judicious writer of the TYert Ccoun« 
ſells hiſtory hath noted, who obſerues farther, that 
in thoſe times the exce//e of charity tn correcting 
did make the corredor feele preater paine then the 
corrected, the proccedings of latter times, haue bin 


ſome haue beeneſo far from greiving at the er- 
rorsof others, thatrarher they haue beene glad of 
them, eſpecially if they bee ſuch, the ſedulous dil- 
couery & puniſhment whereol would as they ho- 
ped inſinuate them into the fauours of the great 
ones of the eyorld,inen thus being more beholding 
to the errors of others, then their owne vertues for 
tacir preferments,or it this humour hath not tooke 
| thein, it is to be feared another hath; full of malig- 
nant vaineglory;while they ſomewhat reioiceat the 
 Gaily outburſting of error, that ſo they might haue 
 worke, ifnot "*. 


vinceerrontous dodtrines , and T hope this place 
willneuer wantthoſe, that ſhall performe it rcadi- 


tion of this skill, is a perverſeambition, voide of all 
brotherly charity , 20 vt quod ſcimmus doceamus 
aliorum ignorantiam optare aebemu (aith Auſten, 


ſo harſhand feirce , thatir may bee thought that | 


elr authority to vic the rod, yet | 
tor their le4rning to imploy thepen or tongue in | 
confuting them.[thinke ita worthy worke to con- | 


a—— 


#0 the end we may teach the world what wee know, 
wee 


| 
| 
| 


| 


"_ 


| to the mouthes of his prophets, and Apoſtles, hath | 


abandan'd | 


wee may not wiſhfor the iguorance oy error of anos. | 


ther. Butſo much ſhall tuffice for the.courſe inti. 


mated in our Apoſtles proceeding, fit forvs to take 


in the recouering of others from their errors; how 


wee ſhall preferue our ſelues, it remaincs to the | 


preſcribed. 


Error is aſicknefle ofthe ſoule : and the chiele | 
art,at leali the firſt degree of the cure,is to know | 


and ftop the fountaine . of the diſeaſe. The cauſes 


of error 'are- many z [will not. touch vpon tnoſe |. 
which may craue the mercy. of our excule and pit- | 


ty, and which are now ſo.incident to ournature, 
that they are paſt our avoidance; for itis a mil- 
chife ſufficiently knowne and felt, tharour firſt pa-, 
rent hisinordinat and ambitiaus- deſire of ouer- 
wide knowledge, broughthimſclfe,and his vnhap- 
py poſterity into the:darke priſon of ignorance; 
where lying,and Goa as Dauidaſcrs it forth, /ooking 
downe from heauen wpon the children of min, to ſee 
if there were any that would underſtand, he finats 
not one they are all.corrupt as intheirw#l/s ſoin 
their underſtandings: hee that readeththe tiird, to 


the Romans where this paſſage of Dauid is alleaged | rom,, o.uu, 


ſhall perceaue, thatno tauourable /pnecaoche can 
ſave any of the poſterity of. Adam from his eps- 
aemicall contagion: ' Andaithough God the great 
Phyſitzenof ſoules, by: his ſpite, by his begotten | 
word the ſonne, and by that word which he put in- 


purged the minds ofmany ofmuch ignorance, and 


made their vaceritanding mare clears and light- | 
"1 E _ tome} 


| | 


Palm, 14.2, 
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Exror | 
ſome;yet whether it bee'char the: diſcale, is ro0- | 
deepely rooted in our nature to bee driuen out 
v>onaſaedaine, or whether itbee that God will 
haueſomereliques thereof abidein vs, to containe 
vs within the bounds of humility, and doth not 
| thinke it fit we ſhould inioy all our happineſle at 
once: whatſoeutr the reaſon is, euzn-the beſt men 
doe often finde in themſelues certaine grudgings 
| ofthis malady. Notonly they bewray their igno- 
rance but their error, as Dawidingeniouſly confel- | 
[ ſeth that before he went: into the ſanttuary, the | 
cm ea {choole of God, ina matter of no ſmall importance, | 
he was fooliſh and ignorant, and euen brutiſh before 
God, The truthis(tor an-4poſ/e hath taught it) that 
| 1, Corg3.9, | inthis life, we mow but inpert, andno wonder. 
| is it, ifthis penurious- and incompleat knowledge | 
leane vs in the hands of diuers errors, But thisnatu- 
rall feebleneſſe of the vnderſtanding. (although | 
queſtionleſſe it be the parent offundry miſtakes, I | 
come to pitty not to laſh; eſpecially where there is 
acare to heale and irengthenſuch weaknefle of the 
' minde, by thoſe wholſome remedies which God 
| hath preſcribed; and there beno willing fomenta- 
tion of, butall manly reſiſtance againſt erroneous 
| fancies; and if alſo ſince wee want the happineſſe of | 
being free from error and ignorance, wee want | 
not- the: wiſdome-to bee forry for our defects, |. 
| andto pray for their. forgiueneſie and coyering | 
| in Chriſt, 4 Þ 
Theleaders into errors againſt which my dif- 


courſe is ſpecially bent ,. comeforth notſo much |. 
| from | 
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from the coaſts of a naturally weake vnderſiand- 


| ing, as of ſome morally bad affetions, which 
| muſt be ſubdued or error will bee victorious, For | 


chat che affeRions are of great force, to ſway the 


tudgement, wee need not marvaile, fince the will | 


is the moſt imperious faculty ofthe ſoule, & makes 
vie of the vnderſtanding but as a councellor ; now 
as when a prince is ſtrongly {et vpona thing, and 
is re{olued to haue his owne way , the councellors 
many times what for feare, what for loue; or very 
flattery are plyant inough to his purpoſe, and wil- 
lingly ſuffer themſclues, to be corrupted, that the 
may appeare ſerviceable; ſo when once the will is 


inordinately afteed and mainely bent to that il! 


vpon which the affeRion is placed, itgiues little 
leaſure and no leaue to the vnderſtanding to difſent 
from ityea it dimns the eye of the ſoule, that ir 
cannot diſcerne the truth,or faſhions the {tght to its 
owne wrong guiſe,when I read the ſtory of Samp- 


{on 1 meet with no vnfit Embleme of this the af- 


fetions dealing with the vnderſtanding; Dalzleh 


| firſt allures the man to betray his owne ſtrengrh 


and then puts him into the hands of his enimics; {0 
doe the affections firſt emaſculat the vnderſtand- 


| 


Y | 


. 


ing, and corruptits abilities, andthen deliuer it 0- 


uerinto the hands of ſome dangerous falſhood,. 
To the making good this point I ſuppoſe euery 
mans experience will afford euidence, For who 
cannot witneſſe ſo much, that when his minde hath 
beene tranſported with the violence of ſome bad 


| paſſion, or deſire, hee hath conceiued ſo and fo of! 
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; growes ſomewhat aſhamed of his vnderſtanding, 


—}_. — 
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chings and hath beenc ſomewhat eager in the main- 
renance ofhis conceit, who afterward. , when this 
ſtorme of paſſion is gone ouer, and the ſoule hath 
recouered her wonted tranquility and cleereneſle; 
 obſerues his miſtake , changeth his opinion, and 


| 
| 


L 
| 
| 
| 
i 
l 
| 
| 


| Now if the ſuddaine viruly commotions and wan- 


ther that the vitiouſneſſe of theſe men did thruſi 
 them.vpon theirhereſfies, They were firſt men of | 


] 


ton deſires of the minde- vitiat and rauiſh the vn- 
derſtanding, and beget diuers errors, how ſhould 
not ſuch be peſtered withtheſe miſhapen bratts, 
in whom vabridled ſinfull affections keepe a ſtand- 
ing court, and whoſe whole lite is an habituated 
vitiouſneſſe: Nor is it nothing to our purpoſe,that 
wee may obſcrue thoſe grand maſters of error, the 
 kereticks in allages\, for the moſt part haue beene 
ill mannered men, & ſuch in whom the diftempers 
eitherof the concupiſcible or iraſcible part, ofthe 
ſoule, haue beene eminent. S* Payle prophecying, 
of the /aſt perilous times ſhewes that men ſhall bee 
{clfe amorous, couttous boaſters what net, & after- 
wardes declares that of this rotten timber ſhould 
teachers of falſhood be made deceruing,g being dex | 
cetued, reſiiting thetruth, as Iannes and. Iambres 
did Moſes: nor can] thinke that alwates the hereſies 
of theſe men did produce their vitiouſneſſe, but ra- 


corruptmindes and then reprobate concerning the 
fatth, as the Apoſtte orders his deſcription ; and 
ſurely if wee take aliſt, of the preſent errors ofthe 


Churchof Rowe , which wee. moſt condemne, it | 
| were | 


IE , Gi —— 
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abandon d, | | 


—_— 


| [0 you, | 


needs mifle her, and fall into error , ſince they wil 
not take thepaines of diligent inquiry into things;: 


wereno hard matter to finde out their genealogy 


and iFew that the greateſt parr of their falſe dot- 


rincs, and bad practiſes, come as itwere our of the 
loines of ecouctouſneſle, or ambition, or licentiou- 
ncſfe. If then we would nat fall backe into the ſane, 


or plunge'ourſclues into as bad errors, wee mult | 
take heed of certainevitious humors & affections, | 


the accuſtomed original!s of falſe opinions in mat- 
ters of religion, the chicte whereof I ſhall name va- | 


And firſt omitting ro charge that natuall flatnes 
and dulneſle of ſpiric in ſome (which I had rather" 
commniſerat) there is a voluntary ſluggiſhneſſe and 
affected lazinefle of the minde , which cannot but 
expoſe a manto errori; for! {ince error ealily fol-. 
lowes an ignorance: of the trinth, and ſince truth 
doth commonly keepe ſo much ſtate, asnot to re- 
veale her ſelfe to any but thoſe who ſtadioully ſeeke” 
her; this ſlouthfull, and neglicent fort of men muſt 


there is naturally in all of vs a cloudines and foggy 
darkneſſe of ignorance, andnothing will fo much 
thicken it, inour breaſts, as this *e3viz, this ſp1- 
ritleſſe, and langniſhing floth ofthe minde: if the 
ſoule be of neuer ſo rich mettall, id!enefſe will ten: 
new and ruſt it, and make it vnſeruiceable, 'in the 
warre we haneagainſterror, Otſcruethe inchnatt- 
ons of theſe men, and ſee if they bee not worthy to- 
be miſtaken; out ofa loue they haue to cafe: their 
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owne.ynderſtanding, and to giue the powets, _ | 
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religion, they accept them with ready taith, as they 
are ſtated by others, reputed learned, or as they are 
vulgarly held; as for that aduice of the Lpoftle St 
| Panle,prone all things, and 91d that which t good, 
or that of S* John,#ry the ſpirits whether they are of 


a buſineſle; but while they giue this prone aſſent to 
aſlertions, and w:!l not take the patnesto examine 
them; while they thus haue made an abſolute reſ1g- 
nation of their judgements, to the braines and faith 
eheireldersintime, or betters in place,though they 
| ſpeake without reaſon; Lord whether will theſe be 
| carried z into what pitte of error may they not 
quickly fall/Since it may be their lucke, not to meet, 
with the beſt leaders, and the leaders of theſe beare 
their faith along, with them. To this miſchiefe men 
are notalwaies ſubie&, whoſe capacities are not 
great, cr whoſe vnderſtanding is yetin its minori- 
| ty; but cuen free and able men put themſclues into 
the hazard, toliue the more eaſily and idly, tea7o 
inveſiigande penitus veritatis, cuilibet opinioni 
temere potins ſuccumbere malunt , quam in explo- 
ranao pertinaci ailigentta perſeuerare, as hee ſaid 
not amiile in the dialogue of CHMinutins Fells. 


_ 


hd rather raſhly I may ſay baſely fall into the hanas 
of any opinion,then perſener ingly inaure the paznes, 
of 4 thorough enquiry, But I diſmiſle theſe. 


} Thenextfort of men moſt obnoxious to crror, 
: are 


A —_ A. ot —_ 


SDS x - EE TRE” 
 ofbody and ſoule ſome reſt; in the queſtions 0 


God, it is with them too cumberſome, and tedious 


of others, and thinke it reaſon inough to beleeue, | 


out of « wearineſſe toſearch deepely into truth , w': 


_— 


bt ; | | 


are ofa more elate and lofty ſpirit, $779 Magus 
conſorts, that would hauc himſclfe thought to bee 
ſomegreat oxe, asitis in the acts, andallantiquity 
proclaimes his pride, a malady diſconered by St 
Panle, in the ſixt chapter of his fir it epiitle to Timo- 
thy, and by Saint Peter in his ſecondepiſtle and ſe- 
' cond chapter thereof, in the falſe teachers, and /edu- | 
; ced ſeducers of their time, and we may not wonder 
| if the man that ispoſſeſſed with the ſpiric of pride | 
| becarried intoerrors, if wee ſhall obſcrue his man- 
| ners,and garbealirtle. For firſt , whereas there is 
nothing that doth caft a ſooner, or thicker milt be-. 
forethe vaderfanding, then an opinionate dotage 
vpon our ſelues, this arrogant man ſetts too high a 
price vpon himſelfe, and his owne abilities; and 
whether his pride be conioined with ignorance or 


lucky coniunction) he is confident he erres not,and 


pride hurting his eyeſight, this man caſts a ſcorne 
vpon whatſoeuer elder times, or riper iudgements 
can ſhew him, contrary to that which he hath con- 
 ceited. Neforins boaſted Sacrens feripturam ſe. 
primum, & ſolum intellzgere, he firſt and alone vs- 
deriFood the [criptares, and all other Dodtors be-. 
fore him meere J-xaroes; heedeferuecd to erre, that 
would be wiſealone. Thus a proud man , as ifall 
the light were in himſelfe, difdaines the foctery of 
other mens iudgements: of which branne are thoſe 
of our times, with whom {faucily herein leuelling 
God with themſelues } r000 yeares ares but as 


learning (as tis hard to ſay which is the more vn- | 


ſo indeed drawes neerer toerror, the winde of | 


| 
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1.Tim.6; 4, 
2-Per.z, 10, 


Vince:it,Lyrin, 
cap, 42, 


Pſ, 9o, 4, 
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| Y*Ferday, no regard had by them to Godly antl- 
| quity, and the conſtant indgement ofthe Churci 
in the beſt ages thereot: and what may wee thinke 
of their ſpirit, by whom the moſt renowned di- 
uines of our preſent times, to whom the happy re- 


| 
| 
| 


' much indebted are ſcightned and caſt off as #r7c69- 
' ary writers, I doe not ſay but that there are ble- 
mithes of judgement inthe aunticnt, anderrors 
may be found in our moderne worthies; and I ac- 
count it a ſeruility v iworthy of free and generous 


mdgement of others, which may carry - vs into er- 
rors as ſoomeasany other thing, asIhavealready 
noted: I onely call tor ſo much moCeſty and good 
manners, that when wee perceaue a doctrine to bec 
generally receaued, by holy and learned men, in 
our owne andelder Churches, we takethem along 
{ with vs1n our inquiryafter truth,  andnot haſtily 
| bzeake from them, to tollow our owne way vpona 
| which we have as much itnotmore reaſon to milt- 
| ruſt, as wee haue to miſdoudt arher mens. Againe 
guide in matters ſpirituall, this man is'too ftifly ad- 
| Cicted tothe diftats thereof, .itisa foule ſtainc of 
 tndgemcntwhena-man .conceiues that there are 
the ſame bounds of things naturall, &of his owne 
apprehenſion ( for things may beCin themſelues, 
though they be not vnderfiood by vs) and it isan 
' eneuen mca{uring, ofa, mans fſelle whenhee ima- 


formation of our Church next vnder God is ſo 


Chriſtians, ro mancipat our vnderſtandings to the- 


| preſurzpruous conceit of our owne iudgements | 


| 


whereas naturallreaſon is buta blind & wandring | 
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Confulia illa mateſlatis eterna copitatso aſſequeret nr 


if humane copitation could attaine unto the coun- 
failes of the eternal maiefty. And indeed while we 
extoll the foueraighty of our reaſon, we vnawates 
debaſethe dignity of-that thing whereof. reaſon is 
the teacher,Foritcan bend greatmarter which fo 


ding left to. hisowne forces, can helpe vs to the 


[Tue of truth) i5 the! readieſt 'downefall into crror: 


f AR 


the. A... Ma. a. 


—_— 


G 


—__—_—__—_ ——_— 
m— km nth. tee tt 


Ennomins of whom Theodoret reports that hee 
gaveout, he had the ſame notice of God, us Goa bad | 
of himſelfe as if ro'odds were to bee pur 'betwixt a 
finite, and infinite knowledge: for as LZaitan:zus 
wiſely ſaith:Nihid inter dents homineny, aiſturet.ſfi 


| Hurana,there were no diſtance betwixt'Godehman, 


| nartow arid ſhallowa thing, as humane vaderſtan- 


.| knowledge of: nay 'it'may ſooner bee an error 
[then a trifle, 'Adde-herennto-that- whereas an. ill 
carriage of oor ſelugs towares the ſcriptures, {the | 


| the ptond perſonteirher yainelyſuppoſctiy it can- 
not bes Gods word whichexceeds his owne witt; 
| or faucily \mutmures thar' God ſhould challenge 
| ouraſſent; aid gfe vs not alwaies logicall demon-| 
[trations -of what heſaithfasifit werenot inough | 


of thfupteameleviſlator to'pronounce a truth 
LE or 


ginesthere is the-ſame latieude ofhis owne, and | 

hamane vnderſtanding, as if hee knew as much as 

| another can know; buefolly is then” enraged euen_ 

to blaſphemy,when in an ouer proud indulgence 

fo his owne wit, a man ſhall thinke that: God were 

| able to ſpeake or doe nothing which ke 15: notable 
to comprehend: of this giantlike preſumption, was 


| 
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or law vnleſlche argueic before the tribunall of 


q 


F 


our reaſon) orelſehe giucsa faint credit to what- 


ſocuercroſſeth his affection, or if he muſt needs in- 

terpret, he hach a will rather to wreſt the ſcriptures 
to his opinion,then bend his opinion to the ſcrip- 
| turesto impoſe has ſence vpon the cyord,then fetch 


his ſence from the word, as if he meant to lead,and 
not to follow the holy ghoſt; and theſe interpreta- 


| tionsare for the molt part, madein haſt, for hee 
| takes it to beea kinde of diſparagement, tothe | 


nimbleneffe of his witt to ſeeme to doubt, or de- 


| 


 liberar.long, and whiles hee makes more care to 


 haften then examine his opinion, be ſpeedily pro- 
 nounceth and aseafily errs, for want of mature. de- 


% 


liberation; theres one euill of pride morez(making 


of nouclty; I know not how the witt of man hea- 
| red by pride, diſdainesgs a wretched thing, and 


MR 


that haue gone before, and thus while weeare deſi- 
| rous to ſay whatothers hauenot hit vpon, the ima- 
gination hunting and ranging aboutz ſome pretty 
{and perhaps probable ſtrange opinion is ſtarted 
| vp before it, which it runns away with in very quick 
ſent and great delight, we are marvcilouſly favora- 
| ble to our owne conceits, andalthough at firſt wee 
| gtue not any ſtrong beleife vnto them, yet wee 
{ lend them many harty wiſhes that they were true; 
and with. Jong well wiſhing, intimethey come 
withinthe confines of ſome ſetled allowayce,. and 
[= laſt paſſe into our vamoueable aſſent; and now 
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way to error) not tobe omitted, it isa ſtudioulneſſe 


{ a matrer of no glory totread in the ſteps of others, 
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: whenall is done, the thing will be found to beeof | 
| morefineneſſe then ſtrength, of more ſubtilcy then 
truth: theſe are che perills of pride, if it bce toined 
with learning, bur if che proud ſpirited man is not 
conſcicus of much learning, yetifhee findes ſome Fo 
flaſhes of goodneſſe, inhimſelte, hee thinks thar | 
wantabundantly ſupplyed by certaine revelations [ 
of the ſpirit, whoſe great acquaintance he profe(- | | 
| ſeth himſelte to be, that now he thinkes that he hath | 
| arriued to arrimpeccancy of tudgement in matters | 
| ſpiritual: and (as Yicentims{pcakesotfome, that | ogy, z7, 
| boaſted of the grace of the ſpirit 27azuiauated to | 
( them) that hee rs ordered by God,that. carried as it | b 
were by Anoells hands, he can neuer daſh his foot a- | 
| gainit any one of error: . but alas thisis theproneſt 
way tothe wildefterror, when euery outleaping | 
& wantoneſle of fancy(as it: happeneth among fa- þ 
| ,aticall enthuſiaſts) ſhallbe reputed an-inſpiration' 
{ and reuclation of the ſpirit? nor doth prideby ſo | 
| many wates lead into error , but which is worlt; | ſt 
| leattes themindeas a finall pray to it: for it makes | | 
the vnderſtanding fierce and vatraQtable: every 
| contradiction, cuery affront from truthis reputed | = 
a contumely, the miſhapen iſſue of the minde be-. 
ing borne muſt now bee. kept; all retraCtations are | 
| baſenefle, and diſhonour:thus, that men may not | i 
ſeeme to be men, and to haue. erred they are be- | 
come hereticks; ſo contumatious anurſe oferror | 
is pride. | | 
Topride inthe third place let vs adioine as of} | 
neereſt familiarity with it, the angry ſpiritof faQi-| 
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PIBD5r4 | on and conte! tion, to be contentious and not to bee 
| obedient 0 truth, are things coupled rogether by 


of enuy ſo of "/trife, where zt 1s the Yew eraTdoadia 408 
wnſetled and tumult uns confuſion, and encry cull 
' worke, the obſeruatioa hath.place, it wee apply it 


—_—_— 


ed 


confuſion, and entercomſc of error, where conten- 
tion hath got in, Doe but ot "ua tie men who. 


- _——_— mA oo 


how oft they ſhame reaſon,to gratity their pettiſh- 
neſſe: if aqueſtion bee moued, which moues their 
| choller with little or no choice they. will croſle 


themnotſo much to know as oppugne truth, 


| ficiency; » & when once in the rage 04. pride and ane. 
ger, theirerror is marchttorth, it is a difficult mat- 
ter to worke a retrait, and though you 'may CON-: 
uincethem, they willnotbee perfivaded; their fury 


| 


| 
| ' willproceed in the bradle, vntill they baue i ImMpro- | 


| | ved their brable. into hereſy, this ,pertiſhneſſe 
when it is ſowred into malice, - hath often cartied 


| 


when they havebeene moſt ſound and orthodox; 
| And here let megiuc warning, that in matter cf re- 
ligion, wee vſeno inordinate haſt in binding our. 
indgerr.entsrothe opinionsot others, whom cither 
the fame of learning, or the greatneſſe,of place, or 


| 
| 
crecinent, with tacir aduerfaries,) not only to dil- 
| 
[ 
| 
{ 


to the (tate of the ſonle, there cannot be butmuch 


know nor howto bold any thing. without paſſion, 


eainſt which it they can bee witty , it isa braue fu | 


ſome ( who would bee at the mo] diametrall diſa-' 


{ent from their perſons, but:their doctrines , even; 


— 


Saiat Pax/, and St James bath right ly oblerucd as | 


: whatſocuer you propoſe ,. theirhumor carrying, 
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the 1gereneſſe of blood , orthe likeneſſe. of man- | 
ners or the ſwectneſſe of profit {all winch haue 
' great forcesvponthe mind ) hath wronzht into our | 
 e{timation; for this caſts vs into taction, \ wherein it 
a man be once imvaiked, he will runae a hazard of 
| crring,becaute he hath left the guidance of reaſon, | 
| and is lead only by certaine Preiudices, and antict- 
pations borrowed from the perſons of men,which 
ſtrongly ſway which {ide ſocuer bee taken, Laltly 
I mult report,as an occaſioner of {ome errors a too: 
violent oppoſition of ſome errors: for {race it can- | 
not be denyed but thatthere are dangers-0n cither. ! 
hand of truth, and {ince it muit be confeited , that. 
ruth hathnot the good hap alwaics to meet wirh i 
well aduifed champions, 1t may poſſioly tall out, /, 
and vſually doth, chat while they oppoſe ſome fall: | 
Loods with an extreame, and valimited deteſtart- | 
| 
| 
7 
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on, wile they take that to bee belt in ccligion, 
which is at turtelt diſtance from the crror the 
come to oppugne, & while they are oner impetu- 
outly carried tathe ſlaughter of their adve Hark irics 
opinions; in theteryor of contentious zcale 1: 
fling themſclues into points eucry way as Crrc;31- | 
| OUS as thoſe wiich they haue incountred ;. and > | 
| haue notleit but changeda falſhood, ad IT may 
 beto the worle, and haue beene found lers aziinijl 
| God, at [caſt jor him which ob blames. 
[ have done with the angrier partofthe foule, 
ſhe harh her luſtfulneſle aiſo, as greatan enimy to | 
eruth:ker me then in the fourth place, indite £9:1c- | 


rouſnelle, & arnvition, who peryerting tie tituge- 
I 3 [137 | 450 
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ment, muſt needs induce error; how many falſe vi- 


ſions did couctouſneſle helpe the lying Prophets 


t00 of 014? The preiſts in E/azes time were become 
ſhephearas that coulda not vnacrſand for they were 
as greeay as their avggs, they looked to their owne 
| way, enery one for his owne gaime from hu quarter 
Who were they in the Apot}les time , whzch cor- 
rupted, betrayed, forſooke the faith, but men who 
ſuppoſed gaine to be Godlineſſe, andwho were ſpot- 
ted with filthy lucre, as S* Pau! giues vs their cha- 


erciſed with couctous practiſes, right Balaamites, 
were the men who forſooke the right path and went 


that famous O/izs of Corduba it 1Jidore charge him 
juſtly, conſented to the _Hrrian impiety , that in 
his olde age he might not looſe thoſe riches which he 
hal got together #n his youth; and certainely the 
| feare of —_— the hope of gaining theſe tempo- 
 rall things hath ſo prevailed with many, that wee 
muſt conclude with holy Pant, the lone of money 
# the root ef all euill, which while fome courted after, 
they haue erred fromthefaith, and peirced them- 
| ſe/ues(T am ſure the Church of God) through with 
diners ſorrowes, And indeed I fee not how truth 


| choaking thornes of worldly cares : how can the 


ter of truth, when couetous luſts, asſo many Ph7- 


[iitins haue flops them wp and. fillled them 
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earth 
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[ 


racer, thoſe as Se Petey {aith, who had hearts ex-. 


atray, lonins the wazes of vnrighteouſneſſe, Euen | 


can bethought vpon in the duſt , and noiſe, of 
| worldly imployments, or grow vp amidlt the. 


breaſts of menbe wells of the pure and liuing wa- : 


with 


IF—oommm 


5 
5 


din | 


earth . Awotldling already hath admitced , that 
grand error into; his heart, that 7/ches 3 the ſour- 
rage good, from which za2atry,a man may quick- 
ly flip into any hereſy thatwill fort with ic, fuch a 
muck wortme conſiders not what is true, but what 
is profitable: nay fuch a man feares fome truth as 
m.ch as a theite, leaſt it come forth to take his purſe, 
and leſſen hisheap, The like accuſation is to bee 
framed againſt 42-6770, forleta man inordinatly 
affeR worldly grace or preferment, if hee cannor 
 thrine in the way oftruth, his diſcontenred and re- 
tengefull heart, will turne ouer vnto ſuch opinions, 


1 


{199 
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| 


which may bee profeſſed with better preferment. 


leeue at the pleaſure ofanother, at the diſpoſition ; 
of him, who diſpoſeth of the dignities hee expects; | 
as it hehad loſt his owne ſoule and were wholy 
actuated with the ſoule of his AMecenas. In the 
meane while how ca ye bekeene as our ſauiour told 


ſeeke not the honony which comethfrom God alone, 


Beſides the men that ſtudy preterment, are of a | 
very ſupple and plyant vndcerſtanding, and can be- | 


the lewes which receaue honour one of another and | 


how can a man alwaies thinke aright that mult | 


loh, 5. 44, 


thinke as the grapatces,who oft areas great in crime 
as place, will haue him. The Apoſtle hath a text, 


i 


| perhaps miſread, doubtleſſe milynderſtood by the 
Eceboljuſes of our age who are too oft found xavys | 


Sounkvorles when it ſhould bee avgls ſernuing not the 
Lord but the time, andthat in the moſt reprobatre 


{ ſence ofthephraſe,. for they obſerne not the ſea- | 
| ſon (asthe: Apoſite mightmeane) wheteini they | 
— —_ might || - | 
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 Rojps, 12.17, 
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Gal.6.t:., 
ASts,1 5.7, 


[ Tim, I, I9, 


2 Pet.2.1,2.10, 
I4.139, 
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; Might beſt doc good, but whereby they might beC 
| moſt great, by applying zhemſelues ro the hamors 
of thoſe, who it ſoothed , arc likelieſt to preferre, 
Ere I altogether diſmile this point , let me touch 
an euill,neerc of ki .ne to ambition & as dangerous 
tO truth: Certaine popular men there are, ſuchas 
thoſe faſſe Apoies in the dayesVi the truth, who 
| would haue b/izded the religion of Chre# with the 
ordinances of loſes and ſuperadded wtircumceſion 
to baptiſme perhaps that boih Jew and- Gentile 
might be pleaſed, ſuch as theſe I ſay thereare, who 
ro gaine good cflimation with diftcrent ſets, gue | 
faire quarter to all opinions ; and theſe commonly 
taike of reconciling religions , and ,compoaſing of 
controverties, that allmay goe away contented, 
Iknow itis a commendable indeuour of - Godly 
men, to ſeeke the vnion ot Chriſtian churches; and 
| letthembe deteſted , . whoby ncedlejfie ſites & 
| exaſperations, make the rents ofthe Church wider: 
thoſe I here intend, who loue their owne fame, 
| more then peace,and peace more then truth: which 
| tacy carenot how they pare to the quicke , that 
t rhey may gaine theapplanſe ofmoderate and well 
tempered men, 
| Inthefitt and laſtplace we are to brand alicen- 
tious and diflolute lite, with the flle of correpror 
| of the farth, ſome putting away a good conſetence 
(whicl inferrs the leading a badlife concerning the 
| faith, haue made ſhipwracke ſaith St Paul, and SC. 
Peter reports - of the bringers 1 of aammalie bere- 


— 


| 


| 


—_— 


| fees that they had their pernitions/Or as-lome 


bookes | 


- 
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abandon'd 


- 


—_— 


| bookes /aſc11i0us wares, that theywalked after the 


fleſh in the luffs of uncleantſſe; that they had eyes 
fall of adultery and that could not ceaſefrom ſinne, 


| bezng the ſervants 8fcorruption, as the Apoſtle 
largely.deſcribes their mangers:Now ſuch as theſe 


{ hauing hearts already full of ſenſuality, there is no 
| roome for heauenly contemplations of chalt truth; 


' whatſoeuer vigor , and cleereneſle and intentiue- 
neſic of the mind,js requiſice to the right diſcerning 
of things, the very ſtrength ofthe ſoule,is loſt in the 
armes of Da/i/ah; frugality & ſobriety(the finewes 
ofa ſound iudgement) are looſed; beſides there are 
not any ofthoſe holy and ſeuere truths in Gods 


and a little matter will improue a with into a. 
belecfe, quod volamms facile credimns ; as on the 


which are indulgent to his dareling vices; ke would 
faine ſinne with ome warrant, that hee may pacify 
fameabroad, and conſcience at home if itwere 
poſſible; naturs hominis proclinis in vitia vult non 
modo cimn venidſeacumratione peccare, ſaith Latt- 
antins and thereforche ſedulouſly hunts after and 
would gladly finde out ſome doctrines vnder 
| whoſeproreQion he may offend , in this puriuite 
cuen the paſſages of ſcripruresare ferched into by 


their intemperances, that ſo they may ſecurely in- 
 ioy the pleaſure of ill deeds; making that their poy- 


 ſonwhich.is appointed to betheir medicine. 
H "++ mn 


| great promiſers of liberty t0 others they themſeclues | 


word but theſe men wiſh andlong they were falſe, | 


contrary he is apt to take thoſe doctrines to be true | 


ſome, toſcewhar patronage they will afford to | 


| 
| 


| 


{ 


Ltb, 4 c. 
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Prov, 1. 7: 


lohn, 7,17, 
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3 LS. 30, 
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" Thushauel (Fathers and brechren)- asbreifely | 


_— 


as ſo many particulars would permit, ſhewed that 


leſſe I ſhould treſpafle ro much  vpon your pati- 
ence) is, that forthe avoidance of error wee would 
all ofvs ſtudy true pizty,which ſtanding in the feare 


domes feare it being grounded in loue, will 


i{a man will doe the will of my Father faith his ſon 


 humble,peaceable, moderate in your deſires, religi- 
ous in your liues, and cuery way contrary to the 
bY h - 

; misbchaujoxed men which: I haue ſet before you: 


proviſions of naturall witr, or ſecular learning. One 
of rhe heathens had this ſpeech, Qa/bus ſatrs per- 
[uaſum wt nihil mallent efje quam viros bonos bis- 
reli1ua faciits eft aoctrina: 10 may I fay diuine 
knowledge willeafily impart itfelte to ſuch, who 


as true hearted Chriſtians, and canbe contentto be-| 
guidedby Gods(pirit, forſuch have the vnitzon} 
| whereof St 70þ7- ſpeakes, evd ſballkriow all things,” 
all things meer forſuch knowledge, and ſeruice of 
God here, as ſhallmake them partakersofhis ſight- 


| be ſhall know of the aotirine whether it bee of Goat: 
now the will ot God is, that youbee induſtrious, | 


they are our morrall evills to which wee may lay | 
| moſt of our errors in matters ofreligiongthatwhere- | 
| | in I ſhould now enlargemy 'ſ{elfe,.. but cannot(vns.| 


of God, mult needs be the beginning of ſautne wile | 


make you ſtill haue an eye to-your fathers will: and | 


| bee thus and the vitory againſterror may ſooneſt | 
be atchiued ; ſooner a great deale, then by all the | 


| can be perſwaded to deſire to be. nothing ſo much | 


y—_ 


and glory hereafter. David giues euery good man 
_ - HO 


_Y 


cc. 


great aſſurance when he asketh, what manis hee 
that feareth the Lord, and /ubioynes , him ſhall hee 
teach the way that he ſhall chooſe, & who is lead by 


by thy ſonne,who is the truth, bring vsto thy ſonne 
who isthe life; and thaticmay pleaſe thee 
to bring intothe way of truth all others. 
that haue erred & are deceined we 
beſeech thee to heare 15 good 
Lordgto whom all praiſe 
and glory bee aſcri- 
bed now and 


CUCcTr, 


Y 


FINS. 


| God is out of the road of deſtroying error.O lord, | 
by thy word and ſpirit guidevs all here preſent, | 


Laany, 


A. 


